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Trawl anchors, grapnels, 
folding stock and Danforth 

style anchors. 
25 lb up to 150 lb in stock.  
Fuel tanks made to your 

measurements. Aluminum & 
stainless steel fabrication 

A&B Marine
Box 204, Barrington Psg, N.S. 

Phone 902-637-2206 
Fax 902-637-2716

LOBSTER TRAPS
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REPAIRS

W. MACDONALD DIESEL & 
MAINTENANCE LTD.

Located at Mersey Point (approx. 
2 miles from Liverpool), Sales 

& Service for Mitsubishi & John 
Deere engines and Borg Warner 
Gear. Also repairs done to Isuzu 

diesel engines.
Phone Walter A. MacDonald,

902-354-3100

LOBSTER TRAPS
Traps & Kits made of “Aquamesh” 

and “Saeplast” wire. 
Wire sold in 12” to 72” rolls 

straightened & cut in any size, bent 
for kits or finished traps. Financing 

& Delivery available.

ROSSWAY TRAP AND  
MARINE SUPPLIES

P.O. Box 519 
117 King Street, Digby, NS. B0V 1A0

 902-245-1013 • fax: 902-245-5825
rosswaytrap@gmail.com

WADE’S WIRE TRAPS: 
Wade Goodwin/Owner-Operator, 
Cyril d’Entrement/General Manager.  
We specialize in custom made wire 
traps using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5 
ga. wire, with a superior Aquamesh 
vinyl coating. We keep a large stock 
of wire tools and accessories needed 
to build your own traps. Delivery is 
available. Located in Lower Argyle.

Mailing address: 
3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle

Nova Scotia  B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762- 2595  

Fax: 902-762-3449
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Attention Fishermen!
NORTH SHORE 

BALLAST
Has a complete line of ballast 

for lobster traps. 
Wood, Wood & Wire and 

Straight Wire traps.
Located in Pictou at  

58 Brown’s Point Road. 

Call ahead at

902-485-8780 
to make sure we have what you 
need and it’s ready for pick up.

Remember: “We’re in a sinking 
business - Sink about Us!”

For Sale, good used wire traps  
call 902-485-8780 or 902-396-7379
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Catches up, price strong in LFA 35

Lobster fishers in the Upper Bay of Fundy (LFA 35) 
are seeing solid landings and a strong shore price for 
the first two weeks of the season, which opened Oct. 
14.

“Fishermen are quite pleased and surprised,” says 
Chris Hudson, president of the Bay of Fundy Inshore 
Fishermen’s Association. “It’s a good start. Landings 
are up from last year. The price is $6.50, a good open-
ing price. So far, the weather has cooperated. We 
can’t complain about the weather. It’s quite encour-
aging. It’s been a really good fall for the boys.”

Hudson says catches for the last two fall harvests 
“were down quite a bit” compared to previous sea-
sons, and last spring’s fishery was “one of the worst 
in years,” with landings down as much as 40 per cent 
for some fishers.

“Everybody was expecting the same this fall be-
cause of last fall and spring,” he says.

Instead, fishers were finding catches of about 15 
pounds to a pot for the first few days of the season, 
Hudson says. Although the landings have dropped 
off some, they were still strong two weeks in.

“The landings aren’t decreasing as they usually 
do,” he says, estimating landings are up five to 10 per 
cent overall from last year’s opening two weeks. “The 
boys are happy. It’s a very nice run of lobsters.”

Hudson says there’s a good mix of sizes in the 
catch, including a lot of smalls, which is a good indi-
cation for the stocks. Quality has also been good, he 
says, with hard-shelled lobsters comprising most of 
the catch.

“There’s the odd soft shell,” Hudson says.
One thing fishers are finding that’s “unusual for 

October” is the water temperatures are still warm, 
with reports of temperatures as high as 20 degrees 
Celsius along the south shore.

“There’s been no cold weather, no northerly 
winds,” Hudson says. “All the winds have been from 
the southwest and south.”

This is worrisome for Lockeport-based lobster 
buyer Mike Cotter of Cotter’s Ocean Products Inc.

“The water temperature is five degrees warmer 
than it was this time last year,” Cotter says. “In Maine, 
lobsters are going through a second shed because of 
the warm water temperatures. If that happens here 
(LFA 33/34), it will be a disaster. We’re in a situation 
now where we need the water to cool down.”

The lobster fishery in LFAs 33/34 is scheduled to 
open on Nov. 27.

As for markets, Cotter says neither the live mar-
kets or processing markets are currently strong, not-
ing LFA 25 in P.E.I., which just closed, had a phe-
nomenal season generating a lot of inventory for the 
processors.

“We’re all just crossing our fingers and hoping it’s 
going to be a good opening price” when the season 
opens in LFAs 33 and 34, Cotter says.

Excellent weather aiding good start to fall lobster fishery, but also making water  
unseasonably warm

“In Maine, lobsters are 
going through a second shed 
because of the warm water 
temperatures. If that happens 
here (LFA 33/34), it will be a 
disaster.”
— Mike Cotter, Cotter’s Ocean Products Inc.

By Kathy Johnson

Fishing boats at rest at the West Head wharf on Cape Sable 
Island.
 Kathy Johnson photo

Waiting for the next catch
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Bob Swim chalks up 50 years  
as a lobster fisher

Still spry at nearly 70 years 
of age and going into his 50th 
year in the lobster industry, Bob 
Swim is both envied and criti-
cized.

The successful fisher, who 
owns two licences, proudly re-
calls how some members of his 
Port Mouton Bay community 
have commented they would 
like to be like him when they’re 
his age.

Other’s have called him 
“‘selfish’” for sticking with it for 
so long.

“That hurts,” he admits.
It’s easy to see that it might. 

There’s a sensitive side to the af-
fable fisher, whose state-of-the 
art fishing boat is named Heath-
er’s Journey, and sports on the 
side of its bow an oval vintage 
picture of his sister, Heather, 
who drowned in 1957 when she 
was just two-and-a-half-years 
old.

There’s also a pragmatic side 
to him.

Of Heather’s death in a brook 
near their family home, he says, 
“That’s a sad time, but there it 
is. It doesn’t just happen to one 
family.”

It’s that pragmatism that no 
doubt has helped buoy his suc-
cess.

“You get back out of it what 
you put into it,” he says.

Swim first started fishing 
when he was 18, along with 
his father, Waldo Swim, a navy 
man who went into the business 
in Clark’s Harbour following 
World War II.

Swim spent a couple of years 
working as a deck hand on his 
father’s 37-foot wooden boat. 
Typically during lobster season 
they would fish off of Mud Is-
land, about 24 kilometres away 
from Cape Sable Island.

He recalls it as a time when 
all crew members, even the deck 
hands, had to have licences, 
which cost as little as 25 cents. 
The lobster fetched about 65 
cents to 75 cents a pound. And 
a good season might bring in 
6,000 pounds of lobster.

His father used to reserve 
some of his catch for Christmas 
time, when prices were higher. 
He remembers one lunch when 
he came home and announced 
he was being offered $1 a pound 
for his lobster.

“Which was unheard of. A 
dollar a pound. And now we 
grumble and growl if we don’t 
get $6,” Swim says chuckling.

In 1967, Swim met the young 
Port Mouton resident whom 
he would marry and spend the 
next 50 years of his life with.

Setting out on his own out of 
Port Mouton, independent of his 
father, he bought a skiff with an 
outboard motor, a Briggs and 
Stratton hoist to haul traps off 
the ocean bottom, and had traps 
and a fishing licence thrown into 
the deal.

“This was all second-hand, 
but in fairly good shape. I got 
into the business for $2,000,” he 
says.

Though he had been on the 
water with his father for at least 
a couple years, for the young 
Swim there was a learning curve 
to fishing from a different har-
bour and on his own.

Deck hands rarely get to steer 
the boat.

“So when I started on my 
own, I had to learn the opera-
tion of the boat, plus the safety 
factor.”

He also had to adjust to the 
different business climate at 
Port Mouton. Unlike at Clark’s 
Harbour, fishers based in Port 

Mouton were “very territorial,” 
he says.

“I set my traps here; you set 
your traps there. You didn’t 
mingle very much.”

He says it’s still like that to a 
degree. “Not as bad, but a bit.”

Swim remembers his earlier 
years as a time when the lobster 
catch fell back to averages of 
about 3,000 to 4,000 pounds per 
six-month season. He doesn’t 
know exactly why, but he sus-
pects weather was a factor.

“It was just too cold. The lob-
ster moved off to deep water, 
and we didn’t have the boats to 
chase them.”

Over the years, Swim made 
an effort to upgrade his boat 
whenever possible.

He purchased his first fibre-
glass vessel in 1983 for about 
$18,000, a 36-footer with radar, 
sonar and CB radio. By the early 
’90s he was on his third boat. 
(He’s had a total of eight.)

“I’d sell the old one and when 
I got a new one I’d always get a 
little bit bigger. That allowed me 
to go into deeper water and try 
for lobster.”

Most of those years Swim 
fished alone. “What I brought 
home was ours.”

Other fishers might have one 

or two assistants on board.
As the groundfish industry 

declined in the ’80s and ’90s, 
gradually the demand and con-
ditions for lobsters improved. 
On a good year, in the early ’90s 
, Swim was stocking an average 
$100,000 worth of lobster.

He bought the $300,000, 40-
foot boat he currently has a 
couple of years ago, financing 
it in part by himself and in part 
through the Nova Scotia Fisher-
man’s Loan Board.

“They’ll lend fishermen loans 
and they give us 20 years to 
pay it back. The bank interest is 
more,” he says.

He says there’s currently an 
abundance of vegetation for the 
lobsters to feed on, including 
kelp, Irish moss and eelgrass, 
and signs of an abundance of 
young lobsters and mothers 
with eggs.

“So the future does look good 
for the fishery,” he says.

With tax credits stemming 
from his latest boat purchase, 
and the two licences he secured 
when the prices were infinitely 
lower than the $12,000 to $15,000 
they fetch now, allowing him 
to bring 375 traps, Swim these 
days is riding high on wave of 
good fortune.

By Gayle Wilson,
Progress Bulletin

Bob Swim’s fishing boat is named after, and carries a picture of, his two-and-a-
half-year-old sister, Heather, who died in 1957.

 Gayle Wilson Photo

Woods Harbour fisher 
Timmy Dixon and his 
son Noah offload halibut 
at the Lower Woods 
Harbour wharf from their 
last fishing trip of the 
season in early October.
Photo Kathy Johnson
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Blunt force trauma is being blamed 
for the death of at least four North At-
lantic right whales in the Gulf of St Law-
rence last summer.

The Canadian Wildlife Health Co-
operative (CWHC) recently released a 
report on the deaths of North Atlantic 
right whales. Veterinarians Dr. Pierre-
Yves Daoust, a pathologist and profes-
sor at the Atlantic Veterinary College 
(AVC), and Émilie L. Couture of the 
Université de Montréal, presented their 
findings at a widely attended news con-
ference at the Atlantic Veterinary Col-
lege. Daoust and Couture are members 
of the CWHC.

Entitled “Incident Report: North 
Atlantic Right Whale Mortality Event 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 2017,” the 
report describes the key findings of the 
necropsies and provides contextual 
information on the conditions and hu-
man activities occurring in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence.

The report was prepared and  
released in partnership with the  
Marine Animal Response Society 
(MARS) and Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO). Tonya Wimmer, direc-
tor of MARS, Matthew Hardy, spokes-
person for the Science Branch in DFO’s 
Gulf Region, and Jane Weldon, director 
general of Marine Safety and Security 
at Transport Canada, participated in 
the news conference.

Twelve of the endangered whales 
have been found dead in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence since early June, and five 
live-entanglements were documented. 
Another three were found dead off the 
coast of the U.S.

Necropsies were performed on six 
whales brought to shore in Norway, 
P.E.I., the Magdalen Islands, and Mis-
cou, N.B. Of the six, four died from 
blunt-force trauma and one died af-
ter chronic entanglement in fishing 
gear. The cause of death couldn’t be 
determined in another because it was 
too decomposed. A necropsy was per-
formed on a seventh brought to shore 
in Miscou on Sept. 19, but those results 
aren’t yet available.

The report states necropsy findings of 
trauma and entanglement coincide with 
the high level of fisheries and maritime 
traffic in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It says 
more research is needed to understand 
right whale habitat in the Gulf, as well 
as human activities in these waters, to 
prevent further deaths.

“This has been a tragic summer for 
the North Atlantic right whale popula-
tion and we are deeply concerned about 
the future of these marine mammals,” 
says federal Fisheries and Oceans Min-
ister Dominic LeBlanc. “We’re grateful 

for the comprehensive report issued by 
the CWHC. It will guide our next steps 
to address this complex situation and 
ensure our decisions are based on the 
best available science and information.”

LeBlanc says the federal government 
has a responsibility to continue to act to 
ensure these marine mammals are pro-
tected for future generations.

“These results show the steps taken 
so far this summer to slow down ships 
and to close some fisheries were war-
ranted,” LeBlanc says.

On July 20, LeBlanc directed Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada to close snow crab 
fishing area 12 in the Southern Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. The minister also directed 
other fisheries in the area be limited, de-
layed or closed for the same reason.

In August, Transport Canada im-
posed a temporary mandatory speed 
restriction of no more than 10 knots for 
vessels 20 metres or more when travel-
ling in the western Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and a voluntary slowdown for vessels 
under 20 metres. As of early October, 
penalties have been issued by Transport 
Canada to four vessels for not respect-
ing the mandatory speed restriction.

“North Atlantic right whales typi-
cally migrate out of our waters by De-
cember, which will allow the Govern-
ment of Canada to meet over the next 
few months with the fishing and marine 
transportation industries, indigenous 
communities, whale experts and scien-
tists, and the United States’ National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration,” LeBlanc says. “The con-
sultations will be part of an open and 
transparent process that will lead to 
changes next summer aimed at protect-
ing these endangered animals from fur-
ther harm.”

Meanwhile, the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation stands by its recommenda-
tion published earlier this year to re-
duce the risk of entanglement by at least 
30 per cent and to accomplish this by ex-
cluding fishing from those areas where 
whales occur most regularly.

“We’re disappointed, but unsur-
prised to find that almost all deaths 
are due to human activities,” says Sean 
Brillant, CWF manager of marine pro-
grams. “Solving this is going to require 
input from all interests and we’re eager 
to start that process.”

CWF also supports Transport Can-
ada’s commitment to maintain speed 
restrictions for ships in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence as long as North Atlantic 
right whales are present, and altering 
their location depending on the move-
ments of these whales.

The 12 right whales that died in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence this summer repre-
sent almost three per cent of the remain-
ing population. 129630

“I began building wire 
lobster traps in 1989, 

experimenting with a few 
brands to see what worked 
the best. Aquamesh® won 

hands down, it lasted longer 
and fished better. I feel good 
supporting a local company 

that manufactures in 
America, makes the best 

product available and 
employs fellow Americans. 

I choose Aquamesh® because it is the best product I can 
buy on the market and sell with confidence.”
 - Bob Morris, Fisherman & Owner of Morris Wire and Trap

1.800.762.6374 . 1.508.234.8715
info@riverdale.com . www.riverdale.com

“I Choose Aquamesh®”
- Bob Morris

The first full report into the deaths of right whales in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence this past summer identifies blunt force trauma and entanglement 
as the most common cause. It calls for further study into how to mitigate 
shipping and fisheries impact on whale populations.

File Photo

Report completed into death of North Atlantic right whales
Blunt force trauma and entanglement identified as most common causes for deaths

By Andy Walker
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Peter J. M. Nicholson, known for his work set-
ting out the principles that still govern the Cana-
dian fishery to this day, recently joined four other 
respected Nova Scotians in being named to the Or-
der of Nova Scotia.

Lt.-Gov. Arthur J. LeBlanc, chancellor of the Order 
of Nova Scotia, made the announcement on Oct. 13.

“On behalf of The Queen and all Nova Scotians, 
it’s a great pleasure to extend my sincere thanks and 
congratulations to the 2017 appointees to the Order 
of Nova Scotia,” LeBlanc says. “Those who are ap-
pointed to our province’s highest honour have com-
mitted themselves to a lifetime of excellence and 
their extraordinary acts and achievements have ben-
efited their fellow Nova Scotians and Canadians.”

In addition to Nicholson, 2017 recipients of the 
Order of Nova Scotia are:

Bradford J. Barton, Dartmouth, pioneer of integra-
tion in Nova Scotia schools and creator of the foun-
dation for inclusion of African Nova Scotian learn-
ers, educators and curriculum;

Geraldine Marjorie Browning, Centreville,  
Kings Co., who used her early struggles against  
systemic racism to fuel her work as an advocate  
and community builder as a founding member of  
the Black Business Initiative, the Black Cultural  
Society, and the Valley African Nova Scotia  
Development Association;

R. Irene d’Entremont, Yarmouth, is a leader in en-

trepreneurship and community development who 
has a passion for promoting Nova Scotia as a great 
place to live, having spent more than 40 years in 
business, with a focus on tourism, culture and eco-
nomic development; and

Raymond Edmund Ivany, Wolfville, has spent 
his career focused on higher education and public 
policy, and is known internationally as an innova-

tor, having transformed the Nova Scotia Commu-
nity College into a national leader in applied post- 
secondary education and elevating Acadia  
University into one of Canada’s leading primarily  
undergraduate universities.

Nicholson, from Annapolis Royal, was the prin-
cipal author of the 1980s Kirby Task Force that set 
out principles that still govern the Canadian fishery 
today. As senior VP of the Bank of Nova Scotia, he 
proposed a resolution to the Latin American debt 
crisis of the late 1980s. As deputy chief of staff in the 
prime minister’s office in the 1990s, he helped turn 
around Canada’s fiscal position.

Internationally, he has been special advisor to the 
secretary-general of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development in Paris. Nationally, 
he helped to develop a strategy on science and tech-
nology and the Canada First report. Provincially, he 
contributed to the One Nova Scotia report and The 
Field Guide for Nova Scotia’s Innovation Ecosystem.

He has a long list of volunteer service in the fields 
of science and technology. For example, he has 
variously chaired, directed, or served on the National 
Advisory Board on Science and Technology, the 
Fields Institute for Research in Mathematics, the 
National Research Council, the Research Council for 
the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research, the 
Canadian Institute for Innovation, the Millennium 
Scholarship Foundation, the Science Media Centre of 
Canada, and the Institute for Quantum Computing.

In particular, he was the inaugural president  
and CEO of the Council of Academies, where he  
led science-based expert assessments to inform 
public policy.

The 2017 recipients will be recognized at the 16th 
investiture ceremony on Nov. 7, at Province House 
in Halifax.

The Order of Nova Scotia was established in June 
2001 and is the highest honour bestowed by the prov-
ince. Since it was created, 87 recipients have been in-
vested into the Order. Recipients have the right to 
use the post-nominals O.N.S. after their names.

PROPELLER REPAIRS,
SALES & ATLERATIONS

Meteghan River, Nova Scotia, Canada B0W 2L0
Tel: (902) 645-2327 • Fax: (902) 645-2174

Email: info@aftheriault.com
www.aftheriaultboatyard.com
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Peter Nicholson named to Order of Nova Scotia

N.B. seafood companies 
showcase products to Asia

FREDERICTON, N.B. – Ten New Brunswick  
seafood companies visited Taiwan and China in 
October as part of an effort to develop new business 
opportunities overseas.

Fisheries, seafood and ocean technology compa-
nies took part in trade events. The companies show-
cased their products and services and met prospec-
tive clients to boost export sales in growing markets 
in Asia.

“New Brunswick seafood producers have earned 
a reputation for putting high-quality food on din-
ner tables around the world,” says N.B. Aquacul-
ture and Fisheries Minister Rick Doucet. “We’re 
pleased to play a role in connecting overseas buy-
ers, who recognize the value of safe, healthy food, 
with New Brunswick companies that are deliver-
ing on that commitment.”

The New Brunswick companies are among 43 
from the Atlantic region that attended the export 
shows. The federal government and the Atlantic 
provincial governments assisted the companies to 
showcase their products and services.

Events on the itinerary included the Export Café 
business-to-business networking event in Taipei, 
Taiwan and the China Fisheries and Seafood Expo in 
Qingdao, China.

The China Fisheries and Seafood Expo is  
Asia’s largest seafood expo and the second-largest  
in the world. It attracts about 28,000 visitors from  
100 countries.

In 2016, New Brunswick was Canada’s second-
largest exporting province for fish and seafood at 
more than $1.6 billion. That is an 11 per cent in-
crease year-over-year and a 30 per cent increase 
since 2014.

New Brunswick’s fish and seafood sectors  
are important economic drivers and employ  
as many as 4,500 people, through direct and indi-
rect employment.

“Canada knows it needs to remain open to the 
world to stay competitive,” says federal Innova-
tion, Science and Economic Development Minister 
Navdeep Bains, who is also minister responsible for 
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency. “Com-
panies know they must be innovative in their ap-
proach to continue to grow. Now is the time to think 
big, to think beyond our borders. Canadian value is 
well known in Asia, and the time is now to seize op-
portunities in this promising market.”

Over the next five years, the federal and provin-
cial governments will jointly invest $20 million to 
provide Atlantic firms with competitive intelligence 
and market analysis, training and skills develop-
ment, and in-market engagement activities.

Contributed

Contributed

Peter J. M. Nicholson was the principal author of 
the 1980s Kirby Task Force that set out principles 
that still govern the Canadian fishery. He was 
named to the Order of Nova Scotia in October.
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Ideally located 
adjacent to the 
Meteghan Harbour, 

Comeau Marine 
Railway Ltd. carries 
out minor and major 
refits on all types of 
vessels up to 140’ long 
and 32’ wide and has a 
600 gross ton hauling 
capacity. They also 
supply tugboat and 
boom truck services. 
Their diversified stockroom welcomes 
retail clients and offers specialty ordering. 
Steel, fiberglass and wooden vessels are 
continuously brought to Comeau Marine 
Railway Ltd. by return clients who are very 
happy with the service and workmanship.

PO Box 39
Saulnierville, NS B0W 2Z0
Contact: Darren Comeau
Ph: 902.645.2029 Fax: 902.645.3631
darren@comeausea.com
www.comeausea.com

Marine Railway Ltd. 

124310

Adolphe and Shawn Boudreau build largest modern 
fishing boat ever constructed on Isle Madame

CAP AUGUET, NS — The largest 
modern fishing boat ever manufac-
tured on Isle Madame hit the water  
in October.

Father and son duo Adolphe and 
Shawn Boudreau completed construc-
tion on the fishing vessel All Segments, 
which was purchased by the Everett 
family of Digby.

The hulking 50 by 30-foot boat 
weighs in at 90 tonnes.

“It’s a stacked wheelhouse design,” 
Shawn says. “The accommodations are 
bigger in that style. The bunks and the 
kitchen are a lot bigger.”

The Boudreau’s started with a 
Grizzly fibreglass hull from Wedge-
port Boats, which was floated from 
Yarmouth, to the Petit de Grat wharf, 
then to the Isle Madame Boat Club in 
Robin’s, from where it was placed in 
Shawn’s backyard.

Once there, the Boudreau’s spent a 
week setting up a 50 by 100-foot tent in 
which to construct the All Segments.

“It looked like a big circus tent,” 
Adolphe says laughing.

In August 2016, the Boudreaus 
started reinforcing the hull by doing 
“the stiffening and bulkheads,” Shawn 
says. Adolphe says construction had to 
strictly follow designs approved by the 

Canadian Coast Guard.
Helped by two friends of the fam-

ily, construction on the living quarters, 
deck and wheelhouse was interrupted 
for two months last spring while Shawn 
went lobster fishing.

With the major construction phase 
complete, moving the boat from 
Shawn’s home to the wharf in Cap 
Auguet, just minutes down the road, 
took more than two hours on Sept. 19.

Crews with Nova Scotia Power 
Inc. removed low-hanging guide 
wires and raised the main service 
line across the road so the boat could  
pass beneath.

“They raised it up from their truck; 
they didn’t have to disconnect because 
they were so close, they just raised it so 
we didn’t touch,” Adolphe says.

Bell Aliant was also on site while the 
lines were moved.

Peter Covin Contracting Ltd. of West 
Arichat laid the groundwork for the 
move, levelling the driveway to the cen-
tre of the road to avoid a large dip when 
departing Shawn’s property. It also re-
inforced the road used to lower the boat 
into the water.

Lending support to the move was 
the Isle Madame Volunteer Fire De-
partment, which helped with traffic 
control. Emergency Health Services 
was also on hand.

Boudreau family makes 
local shipbuilding history

By Jake Boudrot

On Sept. 19, Nova 
Scotia Power crews 
moved low-hanging 
power lines from 
the back of Shawn 
Boudreau’s property.
JAke Boudrot Photos

The All Segments was 
moved early on the 
morning of Sept. 19 
from the back of Shawn 
Boudreau’s home. His 
father Adolphe is shown 
taking a picture of the 
boat as it began its 
departure.

Crews gingerly 
transported the All 
Segments from Shawn 
Boudreau’s home 
to the wharf in Cap 
Auguet, which normally 
takes minutes, but took 
more than two hours 
on Sept. 19.



November 2017 • Atlantic Fisherman • Page 9www.atlanticfisherman.com

 

WADE’S WIRE TRAPS
Wade Goodwin, Owner-Operator

Cyril d’Entremont, General Manager

We specialize in custom made wire traps 
using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5 ga. wire, 

with Cavatorta or Aquamesh vinyl coating. 

We have in stock:

Distributors of Aquamesh & Cavatorta

3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle 
Nova Scotia  B0W1W0

Phone: 902-762-2595 Fax: 902-762-3449

After 35 years in business, 
we have the experience needed 

to be trusted with your trap needs.

Holding cages, flea bags, worm resistant wooden 
runners, plastic runners and sticks.

124251

As the boat eventually wound its way 
to the wharf, dozens watched as it was 
gradually taken to the water, to wait for 
high tide that evening to launch.

The other member of the Boudreau 
family to play a role in the move was 
Kenny, who drove the truck towing the 
All Segments, using a trailer that Shawn 
modified himself to accommodate ves-
sels with a wide berth.

“He’s handy at anything he puts 
his hands on,” Adolphe remarked of 
Kenny, who has been driving heavy 
equipment and large trucks since he 
was 19.

Once in the water, the All Segments 
was towed to the Petit de Grat wharf 
that evening.

While in Petit de Grat, the boat re-
quired weeks of work, including wiring 
and more carpentry.

“The guys from Volvo had to come 
down to start the engine because of the 
warranty,” Adolphe says of the boat’s 
Volvo D13 engine.

The Canadian Coast Guard then had 
to perform rigorous stability tests using 
weights and measurements.

“This was the first time I’ve seen it 
done,” Adolphe says. “One guy is boat-
side and one guy is in a skiff… when 
they put the weights on in the boat, 
he’s measuring with a scale ruler, so it’s 
pretty detailed.”

Shawn says the tests are tools to dem-
onstrate “how much the boat can take.”

“At the end of the day, it’s to provide 
you with documents as to how many 
traps or fish you can put aboard safely,” 
Shawn says. “And it’s the same as win-
ter, for icing conditions, you get a fairly 
thorough book and there are all kinds of 
break-downs for gear, crew, how much 
you can put in the fish hole, how much 
ice it can take before it gets unstable.”

This will be useful information for 
the new owners, who will be lobster 
fishing until May, Shawn says.

On the evening of Oct. 10, the boat 
departed Petit de Grat and arrived in 
Yarmouth by 6 p.m. on Oct. 12.

“It’s sad to see her go in a way,” 
Shawn says. “The shed’s empty.”

Although it was time-consuming 
and hectic, Shawn says he will be re-
ceiving another fibreglass hull soon and 
he and his crew will start constructing 
his second boat, which will be a twin to 
the All Segments with the same dimen-
sions and weight.

“It’s a stacked 
wheelhouse 
design. The 
accommodations 
are bigger in that 
style. The bunks 
and the kitchen are 
a lot bigger.”
— Shawn Boudreau, shipbuilder

Crews worked tirelessly to get the All Segments 
ready to depart the Petit de Grat wharf on Oct. 10.

JAke Boudrot Photo

Adolphe (left) and 
Shawn Boudreau 
pose in front of the All 
Segments before it left 
the Petit de Grat wharf 
in early October.

CoNtriButed Photo

There was a large 
crowd of residents, 
relatives and curious 
onlookers in Cap 
Auguet on Sept. 19 as 
the All Segments was 
moved to the water.

JAke Boudrot Photo
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PEIFA bursary applications now open
Submissions are now being accepted for the 2018 

P.E.I. Fishermen’s Association Member Bursaries.
Applicants must be related to a member of the 

Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association, be 
graduating from a Prince Edward Island high school 
in June 2018 and be accepted as first-year students in 
an accredited post-secondary institution.

There will be two $1,000 bursaries awarded in each 
of the six locals: Eastern Kings Fishermen’s Associa-
tion, North Shore Fishermen’s Association, Western 
Gulf Fishermen’s Association, Prince County Fisher-
men’s Association, Central Northumberland Fisher-

men’s Association and Southern Kings and Queens 
Fishermen’s Association.

The deadline for submission of applications is 4:30 
p.m. on April 13, 2018. Winners will be determined 
by a draw conducted at a date to be determined by 
PEIFA. Winners will be notified by phone and may 
be required to attend an awards presentation and 
media event.

For any questions or information regarding the 
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association Mem-
ber Bursaries, please contact Stephen LaPierre at 902-
370-3013 or at tagspeifa@pei.eastlink.ca.

Munson new vice-chair of senate’s 
fisheries committee

Former broadcaster Jim Munson is the new vice-
chair of the Senate Committee on Fisheries and Oceans.

The job became vacant with the retirement of P.E.I. 
senator Libbe Hubley in September. Munson reported 
on current affairs for more than 30 years, most notably 
as a bureau chief and foreign correspondent for CTV 
News. He was twice nominated for a Gemini award in 
recognition of excellence in journalism.

In 2001, following his career as a reporter, Mun-
son joined the Prime Minister’s Office as a com-
munications advisor and was made director of  
communications the following year. He was called 
to the senate on Dec. 10, 2003 to represent the  
province of Ontario and served as whip of the sen-

ate Liberal caucus from 2008 to 2016.
The committee is chaired by Newfoundland and 

Labrador Conservative Fabian Manning. Other 
members of the committee include independent 
senators Dan Christmas (Nova Scotia), Éric For-
est (Quebec-Gulf), Marc Gold (Quebec-Stadaco-
na), Nancy J. Hartling (New Brunswick), Elaine  
McCoy (Alberta), and Murray Sinclair (Mani-
toba); Conservative senators Tobias C. Enverga  
(Ontario), Thomas J. McInnis (Nova Scotia), Don-
ald Neil Plett (Manitoba-Landmark), Rose-May 
Poirier (New Brunswick-Saint-Louis-de-Kent), and 
Nancy Greene Raine (British Columbia-Thompson- 
Okanagan-Kootenay).

Officials investigating discovery  
of dead fish

Federal and provincial government officials are 
investigating a fish kill in Hyde Creek in Cornwall 
on October 10.

The discovery was reported to the Cornwall and 
Area Watershed Group. Staff from the departments 
of Justice and Public Safety, and Communities, 
Land and Environment confirmed the report upon 
visiting the site.

Staff from Environment and Climate Change 
Canada joined provincial teams on site the next 
day. Water, soil, vegetation and fish samples are be-

ing collected to be sent for testing.
There were approximately 25 dead fish found in 

a 500 metre portion of the stream that runs through 
part of the community of 4,000 on the outskirts of 
Charlottetown. It’s the second fish kill found in the 
area in as many years after hundreds of fish died in 
the Clyde River in 2016.

It’s the second fish kill recorded in P.E.I. this year, 
with close to 60 fish dying in Campbellton Creek in 
the western part of the province.

The fall rock crab fishery in Lobster Fishing Area 
(LFA) 25 opened Oct. 17at 7 a.m.

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans delayed 
the fishery due to strong winds on Oct. 14 and Oct. 
16. The fishery is set to close on Nov. 24.

A notice from DFO advises harvesters to take 
extra care when navigating within the Northum-
berland Strait the first day of fishing as vessels are 
loaded with gear and traps.

Harvesters are encouraged to act cautiously in 
setting their traps, and should ensure vessels are 
loaded safely by reducing the quantity of gear. Or, 
delay setting traps if they feel their safety is at risk.

Commons Fisheries Committee  
coming to Maritimes

Members of the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Fisheries and Oceans visited coastal 
communities in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and 
Quebec in October to assess social, economic and 
environmental impacts of marine protected areas in 
the region.

The committee is looking to ensure all traditional 
uses and values are duly considered and respected in 
the criteria and process for identifying and establish-
ing marine protected area.

Committee Chair Scott Simms (Coast of Bays-
Central-Notre Dame) was joined by Pat Finnigan 

(Miramichi-Grand Lake), Bernadette Jordan (South 
Shore-St. Margarets), Robert Morrissey (Egmont), Mel 
Arnold (North Okanagan-Shuswap), Todd Doherty 
(Cariboo-Prince George) and Wayne Stetski (Koote-
nay-Columbia).

The Committee visited the Bedford Institute of 
Oceanography in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia on Oct. 
16, then moved on to consultations in Cheticamp and 
Sydney on Oct. 17 and 18 respectively. The Committee 
stopped in Gaspe, Quebec on Oct. 19 before wrapping 
up its tour by hearing from interested parties in Ship-
pagan, New Brunswick on Oct. 20.

Kristin Hirtle
Marketing Advisor

Kristin Hirtle has 
a background in 

developing marketing 
and advertising 

strategies for 
corporate, government 

and not-for-profi t, 
Kristin is eager to 

share ideas that 
fi t you and your 

business!

902-956-8099
kristinhirtle@tatamagouchelight.com

Fall rock crab 
fishery now open
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CANADA’S
LARGEST.

Canada’s Largest Commercial Marine Event…
Fish Canada Workboat Canada is THE must-attend show for those who make their living on, in, and 
around the water, as well as for those who provide the products and services that keep Atlantic Canada’s 
marine-based industries running strong.

For more information and to secure your space at 
this leading industry event, please contact:
Shawn Murphy, Show Manager • smurphy@mpltd.ca
Toll Free: 1.888.454.7469 

MONCTON COLISEUM COMPLEX  •  JANUARY 26-27, 2018
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada

Presented by: Produced by:

JANUARY 26-27
2018

MONCTON, NB

Friday 10am - 5pm  /  Saturday 10am - 4pm

SHOW HOURS:  

CONVENIENT ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE…www.FCWC.ca

ATTENTION VISITORS: LIMITED TIME OFFER…
PRE-Register online by January 15, 2018 for just $5.00!

138559
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RAINBOW
NET & RIGGING LIMITED

COMMERCIAL FISHING   INDUSTRIAL MARINE

1.800.399.7866

Gill Nets

LOW DRAG BUOYS 

HL-1
HL-2 
HL-3Colors: Red,Orange,Lime, 

Saturn, Yellow, White

CORDSTEEL
MADE IN PORTUGAL

Custom Nets
&

Custom Cable
Available

Sports Nets 
Baseball, Golf, Hockey,

Tennis, Volleyball

“Prices Unmatched”

Over 1000 Gill 
Nets in stock 

Nylon & Mono
Sizes 2” to 6”

Wide range of 
Colors

Traps 
Build 

to Order
Ask for a 

Price
Today

Floating  
&

 Sinking 
Avaiable

124337
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