Volume 34 • Number 1 • January 2017

Pictou, NS • $2.00 + HST per copy

Air freight expansion in Halifax, Moncton Last year a good one for P.E.I. fishery,
Dr.Sophie St-Hilaire has Canada
boosts seafood exports
McIsaac says
Research Chair renewed
page 4
page 10
page 10

Page 2 • Atlantic Fisherman • January 2017

www.atlanticfisherman.com

FREE SATELLITE PHONE

KEEP YOUR
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CONNECTED

The most affordable satellite voice
and data solution for your business.
Manage your business on the open water from beyond cellular service. Remain
connected to co-workers, family and loved ones without breaking the bank.

$499 SAT PHONE

FREE

*

Visit Globalstar.com/atlanticFREE8
to take advantage of current
FREE SATELLITE PHONE OFFERS.
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Cooke family acquires
assets of Uruguay’s
largest seafood company
By Barb Rayner,
St. Croix Courier

Crates of lobster are offloaded from the fishing vessel Jess
& Jan at the Clark’s Harbour wharf on Dec. 20. It has been a
rough start to the lobster fishery in southwestern Nova Scotia,
with high winds keeping fishers ashore.
Kathy Johnson Photo

Wild weather keeps N.S.
lobster fishers ashore
By Kathy Johnson
From the one day delay of the season start (Nov. 28) through to the new
year, the weather has played havoc in
the opening month of the commercial
lobster fishery in southwestern Nova
Scotia, with gale force winds keeping
fishers ashore more than at sea.
“Weather-wise, it’s not the worst
December we’ve ever seen, but it’s one
of the worst Decembers,” says Bernie Berry, president of the Coldwater
Lobster Association. “It’s been a while
since we dealt with weather like this in
December.”
Berry estimates landings in LFA 34
are down 25 to 30 per cent compared
to the same time frame last year, noting that in December 2015 fine weather
prevailed, enabling some fishers to fish
as many as 17 days straight.
“Last December was another anomaly,” Berry says. “We never seen a December like that before. Mother Nature
dictates a lot.”
Lockeport buyer Mike Cotter says
there’s no question the landings are
down quite a bit from last year.
“Last year was a phenomenal year
and every year we hope for a better
year, but I think when the dust settles
and when we get to the end of May,
the landings are going to be about the
same as last year.”
While the shore price had gone up
to $9 a pound by early January, Berry
says it was “disappointing” the season

opened at $5.25, considering market
demand, the exchange rate and the
quality of landings were all comparable to last year.
“We feel we deserved a little better price,” Berry says, noting LFA 35
opened in October at $6.50 and LFAs
36 and 38 opened in November at $6.25
to $6.50. “Last year all the LFAs opened
at $6. We’re wondering why the price
opened 75 cents less.”
Landings during the first two or
three weeks of the season can account
for as much as half of a fishers’ yearly
catch, Berry says.
“The boats are down fairly good this
year. Some of it can be chalked up to
bad weather.” Berry estimates he may
have gotten out 10 or 11 days in December.
However, not all is lost.
“The water is still warm. Lobsters are
still crawling. We’ve only had a couple
of cold snaps so we can still catch them
if can find them,” Berry says.
There are almost 1,700 active lobster
fishing licenses in Lobster Fishing Areas (LFA) 33 and 34, which extend from
Eastern Passage in Halifax County to
Burn’s Point, Digby County. According to preliminary statistics from the
federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO), the combined landed
value for the lobster fishery in LFAs 33
and 34 for the 2015/16 season to date is
just over $573.3 million, with landings
totaling more than 53 million kg.

Blacks Harbour, NB — The Cooke
family has formally acquired the assets of Fripur S.A., Uruguay’s largest
seafood company.
The final closing took place Dec.
14 when a public purchase deed was
signed in Uruguay, finalizing a thorough court approval process. The
Fripur acquisition was completed
through Perindes S.A., which is owned
by the Cooke family.
Cooke had previously begun to repair the Uruguayan fishing vessels and
the company anticipates a resumption
of fishing operations early in 2017. Fripur traditionally harvested approximately 16,000 tons of hake (merlusa)
and 1,600 MT red crab annually within

the Uruguayan operations.
The acquisition of Grinfin, a subsidiary of Fripur based in Argentina,
was completed several weeks ago
and fishing has already started. That
purchase was made through Wanchese Argentina S.r.l., an entity owned
by Cooke Seafood U.S.A. Inc.
Grinfin employs 70 people and the
operation includes three large hake
fishery vessels along with an office in
Buenos Aires. Grinfin has a quota to
fish 8,000 MT of hake per year in Argentina.
The Cooke family of companies
employ more than 5,000 people worldwide and sell a broad spectrum of wild
and farmed seafood products to customers in the food service and retail
sector.

WADE’S WIRE TRAPS
Wade Goodwin, Owner-Operator
Cyril d’Entremont, General Manager
We have in stock:
Holding cages, flea bags, worm resistant wooden
runners, plastic runners and sticks.

Distributors of Aquamesh & Cavatorta

We specialize in custom made wire traps
using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5 ga. wire,
with Cavatorta or Aquamesh vinyl coating.
After 35 years in business,
we have the experience needed
to be trusted with your trap needs.

3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle
Nova Scotia B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762-2595 Fax: 902-762-3449
124251
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Commentary:

Air freight expansion in Halifax,
Moncton boosts seafood exports
By Charles W. Moore
I’ve written a lot about trade
and exports in this space over
the past year and expect they’ll
remain a major topic of interest throughout 2017. Especially
with regard to the looming Donald Trump U.S. presidency and
the current imponderable of
how that will affect trade relations between Atlantic Canada’s
fishing and seafood processing
industries and their biggest and
most important export market.
In the meantime, seafood export infrastructure continues to
expand in the region. Just before
Christmas, Halifax Stanfield International Airport (HSIA) announced a $5 million upgrade of
its capacity for handling larger
volumes of live lobster shipments bound for export markets
in the U.K., Europe, the Persian
Gulf and East Asian markets in
Korea and China. The airport has
opened a new 17,000 square metre cargo pad to accommodate
parking huge seafood-carrying
freighters loading live lobster
and other export commodities.
HSIA projected that millions
of dollars in Atlantic Canadian
seafood would pass through the
airport bound overseas during
the 2016 holiday season, rewarding Halifax Stanfield’s dedication to growing its cargo handling facilities.
“This time of the year is the
busiest for our cargo business,”
says Bert van der Stege, Halifax
International Airport Authority (HIAA)’s new vice president
of business development and
chief commercial officer. “Each
cargo flight that leaves Halifax
Stanfield generates approximately $1 million in new exports
for the province.”
Van der Stege estimated that
more than $15 million worth of
lobster passed through Halifax
Stanfield during the month of
December.
Moreover, of the total $447
million value of overall exports
from Halifax Stanfield in 2015,
an increase of approximately
$75 million over the 2014 total,
the greatest proportion of that
growth was attributable to increase in live lobster and seafood

shipments, which were up by
$57 million year-over-year to
$149 million in 2015.
“The addition of our new cargo pad makes Halifax Stanfield
more attractive to cargo operators who are interested in doing
business in Nova Scotia,” van
der Stege says. “This new parking and loading area not only
supports our seafood industry, it
will provide a positive impact to
our provincial economy.”
Carriers transporting seafood
out of Halifax Stanfield in December included Air Canada,
CAL Cargo Airlines, CargoJet,
FedEx, Korean Air Cargo and
Qatar Airways Cargo, flying a
variety of dedicated cargo aircraft including Boeing 777 and
747 freighters.
In September, nearly six years
after signing an initial cooperative agreement, HSIA signed an
expanded sister airport agreement with Incheon International
Airport at a ceremony in Incheon,
South Korea. A key area of focus
for both airports over the last
six years has been cargo volume
growth. Between 2010 and 2015,
live lobster exports from Halifax
to Asia grew substantially, more
than doubling. In 2010, the value
of live lobster exports from Halifax Stanfield totaled $33 million,
growing to $76 million in 2015.
Seafood trade with South Korea has been particularly robust
over the past two years, thanks
to the Canada-Korea Free Trade
Agreement (CKFTA). This is
Canada’s first free trade agreement in the Asia-Pacific region,
entering into force on Jan. 1, 2015.
The CKFTA provides Canadian
exporters with preferential access to the world’s 11th-largest
economy and the fourth-largest
in Asia.
South Korea has an annual
GDP of nearly $1.8 trillion and
a population of more than 50
million typically seafood fancying citizens. The elimination of
Korean tariffs on all fish and seafood products creates significant
market access opportunities for
Canada’s fish and seafood sector. According to Global Affairs
Canada, Canadian frozen lobster
exporters have significantly ben-

CargoJet planes are a common sight at both Halifax
Stanfield International Airport and Greater Moncton
International Airport as both ramp up their exports
of fresh seafood.
efited from elimination of former
tariffs of 20 per cent and, in 2015,
Canadian frozen lobster exports
to Korea reached $7 million, a
300 per cent increase above 2014.
In June 2016, Korean Air
Cargo added a second weekly
lobster shipment service out of
Halifax Stanfield to Incheon,
helping fulfill the South Korean
appetite for Canadian lobster.
In addition it facilitates transshipment of Canadian seafood
exports to other Asian markets,
including prepared lobster, live
lobster and frozen crab. Remaining Korean duties on Canadian
exports of these products were
eliminated Jan. 1, 2017, except
for particular species of frozen
crab, for which tariffs may be
eliminated in January 2024.
But it’s not only Korea and
the Far East. In July, Qatar Airways Cargo launched a weekly
Wednesday service to Doha
with a stop in Zaragoza, Spain,
flying a Boeing 777-200 freighter
that can carry up to 103 tonnes
of cargo. Much of that will be
Atlantic Canadian lobster and
silver hake. From Qatar Airways
Cargo’s hub in Doha, Canadian
seafood will be transported to
markets throughout the Middle
East, as well as South and North
East Asia.
New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island are also benefiting from expanding seafood
exports via air cargo. Greater

Moncton International Airport
(GMIA) has ramped up cargo
rotations with CAL Cargo Airlines to meet high demand for
seafood, mainly lobster, heading
into the European market. Operating a 747-400 freighter, CAL
has been flying in and out of the
GMIA since April 2014, serving a regular route coming from
New York and going on to Liège,
Belgium.
Fresh seafood is also shipped
via GMIA to Montreal and Toronto, then onwards to Europe
and Asia with such cargo carriers as CargoJet, FedEx, UPS and
Purolator.
“Being a transshipment airport for cargo represents a great
opportunity for exporters from
the region to access European
and Asian markets for time sensitive goods,” says GMIA interim President and CEO Johanne
Gallant. “Our airport is the gateway portal for importers to reach
the North American market cost
effectively.”
With potential storm clouds
gathering on the trade front with
our largest seafood export market and the Trans Pacific Partnership trade agreement likely
dead in the water with Donald
Trump as U.S. president, Atlantic Canada’s seafood exporters will need to build on export
growth through other means,
such as cultivation of more air
freight links to new markets.
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Cooke Aquaculture one of five companies
to take part in trade mission symposium
By Barb Rayner, St. Croix Courier
Fredericton, NB — Cooke Aquaculture was one of
five companies that took part in a recent trade mission to China and joined Premier Brian Gallant at a
symposium in Fredericton last week to share experiences from the mission.
Gallant told exporters the recent trade mission to
China provided an opportunity for home-grown businesses to compete in new markets.
“As the most trade-oriented province in Canada,
we must diversify our export markets. There are
tremendous opportunities for market growth in Asia
and Europe and, as we have seen with the successful
mission to China, New Brunswick businesses have
quality products that can compete internationally.”
Cooke Aquaculture of Blacks Harbour, together
with Oxford Frozen Foods, SC&W Solutions, Prelam
Enterprises and Wee College, shared their experiences
and offered market advice.
“Economic growth has positioned the Chinese
economy as one of the fastest growing and largest
economies in the world,” says Economic Development
Minister Francine Landry. “By increasing our exports
to other markets, we’re helping to grow our economy,
create jobs and make life better for New Brunswick
families.”
Among the groups making presentations at the

symposium were the Canada-China Business Council,
Sunrise Group, Global Affairs Canada and the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China.
“The response for our New Brunswick companies
in China was overwhelmingly positive,” says Stephen
Lund, CEO of Opportunities NB. “This session was an
inspiration to other New Brunswick companies looking to grow their export sales.”
Lund, who opened the symposium and moderated
a panel session, says Opportunities NB is working to
prepare and support New Brunswick exporters who
want to enter these global markets.

PROPELLER REPAIRS,
SALES & ATLERATIONS

Attention Fishermen!

NORTH SHORE BALLAST
Has a complete line of ballast for lobster traps.
Wood, Wood & Wire and Straight Wire traps.
Located in Pictou at 58 Brown’s Point Road.
Call ahead at 902-485-8780
to make sure we have what you need
and it’s ready for pick up.

Remember: “We’re in a sinking business - Sink about Us!”

IF YOU ARE ON THE WATER, YOU NEED

SPARTAN MARINE

124262

Meteghan River, Nova Scotia, Canada B0W 2L0
Tel: (902) 645-2327 • Fax: (902) 645-2174
Email: info@aftheriault.com
www.aftheriaultboatyard.com
124256

Stay safe, stay compliant
• Ensure your liferaft will perform
when needed and stay compliant
with local regulations by getting
your annual life raft inspection
completed by our experts.
• Stay compliant with the Dept. of
Labour regulations by getting your
PFD from Spartan Marine.
• Inventory clearance sale now on
at all Spartan Marine locations.
Inventory may vary by location.

spartanmarine.ca
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February 3-4
Don’t Miss Canada’s
Longest Running
Commercial Fishing Show...

2017

www.ECFX.ca
124330.indd
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If you depend on the commercial fishing
industry for a living, you cannot miss this
event. Exhibit categories include:
• Onboard and onshore fishing & harvesting equipment
• Fish processing and transportation
• Vessel design and construction
• Boats
• Electronics
• Hardware
• Engines and propulsion systems
• The latest equipment and products required by the
many successful aquaculture firms around the region

www.ECFX.ca
124331.indd
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Servicing Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Ports for
ALL Fisheries Requiring Dockside Monitoring

FOR ALL YOUR
MONITORING
NEEDS!
“The price
you’re quoted
is the price
you’ll pay”

www.atlanticfisherman.com

124253

SERVICES INCLUDE:

• Dockside Monitoring
• Lobster Logbook Entry
• Clam & Fish Water Logbook Entry
• Supply Logbooks
• Gear Tags for Lobster, Crab,
Herring, Smelt & Bait

CONTACT US TODAY! 506-747-3550
TOLL FREE 1-866-665-4451
Owned and Operated by Marjorie Leeman

leemanm@nbnet.nb.ca
SEEFISH IS THE OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY OPERATED MONITORING COMPANY SINCE THE INCEPTION OF MONITORING PROGRAMS

PEIFA offers condolences to Brun family
Christian Brun will be greatly missed
by the harvesting sector in Canada for his
ideas, passion and commitment to industry challenges, says Craig Avery, president of the P.E.I. Fishermen’s Association.
Brun, executive director of the Maritime Fishermen’s Union, was killed in a
car accident on Dec. 5.
“On behalf of the PEIFA executive
and members, I would like to express our

I

heartfelt condolences to his family. Recently there have been numerous issues
the MFU and PEIFA have worked on together to improve the fishery for harvesters in New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island,” Avery says. “Christian was a
great leader and a passionate supporter of
initiatives that solidified owner operator
policies to keep our coastal communities
economically vibrant.”

Marine Railway Ltd.

deally located
adjacent to the
Meteghan Harbour,
Comeau Marine
Railway Ltd. carries
out minor and major
refits on all types of
vessels up to 140’ long
and 32’ wide and has a
600 gross ton hauling
capacity. They also
supply tugboat and
boom truck services.
Their diversified stockroom welcomes
retail clients and offers specialty ordering.
Steel, fiberglass and wooden vessels are
continuously brought to Comeau Marine
Railway Ltd. by return clients who are very
happy with the service and workmanship.

PO Box 39
Saulnierville, NS B0W 2Z0
Contact: Darren Comeau
Ph: 902.645.2029 Fax: 902.645.3631
darren@comeausea.com
www.comeausea.com

124310

Introducing Sevaen’s new lineup. These
garments are heavy duty and tough!
Industrial series garments (left) are made
with a 420 denier tear resistant, rip-stop
nylon outer shell lined with waterproof PU
coated polyester with microwelded seams.
Downrigger garments (right) are waterproof,
durable and crack resistant to -30˚C. Easy to
clean and fish oil resistant.
All garments feature high visibility accents
and are available in sizes XS to 5XL.

Direct to customer selling means high
quality garments for lower prices.
ORDER ONLINE TODAY!

120414
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P.E.I. legislative committee makes recommendations
to improve lobster, halibut fisheries
By Andy Walker
Additional storage for the lobster
fishery and the need for a review of
the halibut allocation were among the
recommendations from the Standing
Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries when its report was tabled recently in
the legislature.
“Reports to the committee indicate
existing storage capacity has been well
used so far and storage technologies are
evolving in terms of efficiency,” says
committee chair Pat Murphy. “Assistance for new storage projects is provided by Innovation P.E.I.’s Live Holding
Program, and the committee encourages
fishers to work together, perhaps on a
cooperative basis, to put forward applications to the program and increase live
lobster storage capacity.”
Murphy, MLA for Alberton-Roseville,
says live lobster storage facilities allow
caught lobster to be held for a period of
time and then sold into the live market
when fishing seasons have ended. That
can lead to a better price for fisheries and
more consistent access to raw product. It
also helps smooth out labour needs.
The committee is also suggesting all
three levels of government work more
closely with the P.E.I. Shellfish Association to help address the economic and
environmental challenges facing the
public wild shellfish industry.
“The P.E.I. wild oyster industry has a
150-year history, and today’s fishers still
fish in the traditional manner, using dories and hand-held tongs,” Murphy says.
“Oyster fishers have worked hard to sustain and enhance this industry, and (we)
wish to see it continue.”
Murphy says Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, acting on the recommendation
of the P.E.I. Aquaculture Leasing Management Board, has reinstated the “add
a species” policy with modifications requiring identification of the location and
amount of new species, such as oysters,

to be added to leases.
The P.E.I. Shellfish Association is opposed to the change and fought to have
the policy rescinded in the first place.
The committee is calling for a cautious
approach pointing out there’s a possibility of over-production of oysters that
would dramatically impact the viability
of the wild harvested industry.
The market demand for oysters,
whether farmed or wild, is growing and
Murphy says committee members want
to ensure the wild public fishery will
continue to benefit from that demand.
“Continued cooperation between all
three levels of government and fishers
is needed to address the challenges facing this traditional fishery, such as fishing ground closures due to water quality
concerns caused by wastewater or runoff, prevention of the spread of disease
from imported spat, and other matters,”
Murphy says.
The committee is also encouraging
the province to continue the fight against
the plan to increase the carapace size in
the fall lobster fishery to 77 millimetres
by 2018. There was a one millimetre increase this year, leaving the current minimum size at 73 millimetres, with increases of two millimetres a year planned for
the next two seasons.
The move was requested by fishers
in southeastern New Brunswick, who
share the zone with Island fishers and
outnumber them almost two to one. Island fishers are opposed to the move.
“The committee has not received an
indication why these increases are necessary on the basis of science, conservation
or otherwise; indeed, the committee has
not received a reply to any of the inquiries it directed to Fisheries and Oceans
Canada,” Murphy says. “Demand for
smaller ‘canner’ lobsters is strong, in
particular in European markets. The
P.E.I. lobster industry is working hard to
capitalize on that demand, recognizing
we have a distinct product and that hav-

ing smaller and larger lobsters for sale
to consumers maintains diversity in the
market.”
Murphy says the former minimum carapace size of 72 mm met the
sustainability criteria of allowing 50 per
cent of female lobsters to mature enough
to hatch at least one batch of eggs before
being legally harvested.
“Lobster biomass in the Southern Gulf
of St. Lawrence is increasing. No suitable
rationale for this aggressive schedule of
minimum carapace size increases has
been provided to your committee or to
the fishers and resource management
personnel it heard from,” Murphy says.
“Nor has it been explained why this increase must be undertaken in LFA 25
and not other Southern Gulf lobster fishing areas.”
Murphy says the committee is of the
opinion the decision should be reconsidered. If the increase must take place,
he supports the position of the Prince
County Fishermen’s Association that an
increase of 1 mm per year over five years
would be more prudent.
Finally, the committee is calling on
DFO to develop a new means of allocating Atlantic Halibut by basing it on:
1. sustainability of the resource;

ANCHORS

LOBSTER TRAPS

LOBSTER TRAPS

Trawl anchors, grapnels,
folding stock and Danforth
style anchors.
25 lb up to 150 lb in stock.
Fuel tanks made to your
measurements. Aluminum &
stainless steel fabrication

Attention Fishermen!

Traps & Kits
made of “Aquamesh”
and “Saeplast” wire.

A&B Marine
Box 204, Barrington Psg, N.S.
Phone 902-637-2206
Fax 902-637-2716

Buying or Selling A Fishing License?
Eric Atkinson understands the complex world
of ﬁshing and ﬁnances. He has specialized
knowledge of taxes, law and regulations
that aﬀect you when selling or buying a ﬁshing
license. Call Eric and keep more of your money.

Call (902) 752-8441
www.macmacmac.ns.ca

2. fair access for all eight regions;
3. the level of economic dependence
each region places on this fishery;
4. the potential economic benefit for
each region if quota were to increase.
“P.E.I. halibut fishers are aggrieved at
the recent decision to return to allocating Atlantic halibut quota purely on the
basis of past landings from a certain historical period,” Murphy says. “During
the historical period in question, P.E.I.
was under a groundfish moratorium and
thus to use that past period as a determinant for current allocation immediately
puts Island fishers at a disadvantage.
P.E.I. has more than 800 Atlantic halibut
licenses, which represents 22 per cent of
halibut license distribution, yet only 1.46
per cent of the quota.
“A fair allocation method would use
environmental, demographic and economic data to measure these considerations, and could be based on a formula
that is subject to periodic review,” Murphy says. “This would make the decision
less subject to political considerations
and lobby efforts. Once a fair allocation
method is arrived at, participation in the
fishery should be examined and, if necessary, rationalization of licenses should
be considered.”

NORTH SHORE
BALLAST
Has a complete line of ballast
for lobster traps.
Wood, Wood & Wire and
Straight Wire traps.
Located in Pictou at
58 Brown’s Point Road.
Call ahead at

902-485-8780

to make sure we have what you
need and it’s ready for pick up.

Remember: “We’re in a sinking
business - Sink about Us!”
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!!

Your ad could be here!

Call 902-485-8014
for more information.
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Wire sold in 12” to 72” rolls
straightened & cut in any size, bent
for kits or finished traps. Financing
& Delivery available.
Rossway Enterprises
P.O. Box 99
8 Prince William Street
Digby, NS. B0V 1A0
902-245-6483 • 1-800-465-6483
WADE’S WIRE TRAPS:
Wade Goodwin/Owner-Operator,
Cyril d’Entrement/General Manager.
We specialize in custom made wire
traps using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5
ga. wire, with a superior Aquamesh
vinyl coating. We keep a large stock
of wire tools and accessories needed
to build your own traps. Delivery is
available. Located in Lower Argyle.
Mailing address:
3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle
Nova Scotia B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762- 2595
Fax: 902-762-3449

MECHANICAL
REPAIRS
W. MACDONALD DIESEL &
MAINTENANCE LTD.
Located at Mersey Point (approx.
2 miles from Liverpool), Sales
& Service for Mitsubishi & John
Deere engines and Borg Warner
Gear. Also repairs done to Isuzu
diesel engines.
Phone Walter A. MacDonald,
902-354-3100
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Appeal Court
overturns
easement used by
Savage Harbour
fishers
Dr. Sophie
St-Hilaire has
Canada Research
Chair renewed

Dr. Sophie St-Hilaire has had her
position as UPEI’s Canada Research
Chair in Integrated Health Research for
Sustainable Aquaculture renewed for a
second five-year term.
The Government of Canada recently announced
more than 200 new and renewed Canada Research
Chairs at 48 post-secondary institutions across the
country. Among the honourees is Dr. Sophie St-Hilaire, who begins her second, five-year term as UPEI’s
Canada Research Chair in Integrated Health Research
for Sustainable Aquaculture.
St-Hilaire is a professor in the Department of Health
Management at UPEI’s Atlantic Veterinary College.
Her research aims to improve the sustainability of
aquaculture to provide healthier fish for human consumption and reduce the environmental impact of fish
farming.
Infectious disease outbreaks in aquaculture settings create a risk to the industry and the environment. St-Hilaire is trying to minimize the impacts of
these outbreaks on wild and farmed fish populations
through innovative prevention and control strategies.
Her research is answering critical questions concerning pathogen transmission on fish farms. She is also
addressing infectious disease treatment efficacy in fish
and shellfish aquaculture.
“We are delighted Dr. St-Hilaire’s outstanding research has been recognized by a renewal of her Canada Research Chair and we look forward to her future
contributions to the prevention and control of diseases
in fish,” says Dr. Robert Gilmour, vice-president of research and academic at the University of Prince Edward Island.

The Prince Edward Island Court of Appeal has
overturned a Supreme Court order that would have
forced Simpson Aqua Venture to grant an easement
to the Harbour Authority of Savage Harbour and the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
DFO has a marine slip in the harbour for public use
and lobster fishers have been using land now owned
by Simpson Aqua Venture as a pathway during boat
launching and hauling for more than 20 years. The
harbour authority was granted an easement when it
applied to the Supreme Court, largely citing historical
practice.
However, Chief Justice David H. Jenkins and
Judges Michele Murphy and John Mitchell have overturned that decision.
“DFO owns this property along with other lands
that comprise the Savage Harbour Port. It maintains
the slip for use by fishers and the public in prosecution of the fishery,” Chief Justice Jenkins wrote. “DFO
acquired the slip property from National Sea Products Inc. in 1981. Prior to that, it was part of a one-acre
property covering the area between the Savage Harbour Road and the harbour. There has been a marine
slip on this property since 1904.”
The federal government has been leasing the port
to the non-profit harbour authority since 1996. Simpson Aqua Venture purchased the former National Sea
Products property in 2014. The company and the harbour authority negotiated for the purchase and sale of
the western portion of the Simpson property, including the area where the fishers’ boat haulers for many
years had crossed over the property, but no agreement
was reached. Simpson Aqua Venture then blocked the
south boundary of its property to prevent trespassing.
The harbour authority then applied for the right-ofway and DFO joined the application as the property
owner. Jenkins says the case hinges on the fact DFO, as
the actual owner of the property, hadn’t traditionally
used the right-of-way. Rather it was used by fishers,
who have no legal standing in the proceedings.
“The fishers who crossed over the Simpson property as of right for over 20 years had no legal interest
in the DFO property, and they did not assert a right of
the owner DFO,” Jenkins writes. “DFO did not use the
Simpson property itself and it did not direct, permit or
participate in the fishers’ use of the Simpson property.
In my opinion, no easement was proven on the application.”
The judges also noted the application wasn’t an
easement of necessity since it’s possible to reach the
slip by travelling on a public road.
The Court of Appeal ordered the harbour authority
to repay a $14,000 order for cost that had been prescribed by the application judge. In addition, the harbour authority and DFO are ordered to pay $12,445 in
costs.

Alan
McIsaac,
P.E.I.
minister of
agriculture
and fisheries

Last year a good
one for P.E.I. fishery, McIsaac says
It was a strong year for the P.E.I. fishery in 2016
says Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Alan McIsaac.
“The oyster value was at a record of $12.5 million
in 2015 and this value is expected to be exceeded in
2016,” the minister says. “There’s a high and ever increasing demand for the high-quality oysters grown
and harvested here on Prince Edward Island. We saw
record prices for oysters in 2016 and our oyster processors are struggling to keep up with the demand.”
Prices were $25 to $30 per peck for Choice and $10
to $13 for Standards, which McIsaac says is $2 per peck
more than 2015 and the highest prices the department
has on record.
“Two major expansions are underway in the finfish
industry,” he says. “AquaBounty is planning a major
expansion of salmon production in their Rollo Bay
facility, creating a number of jobs in the area, and 3
Northern Harvest, the only four-star best aquaculture
practices certified facility in the world, is building a
state-of-the-art salmon hatchery in Cardigan.”
McIsaac says growth was also strong in regards to
mussels, with meat yields last summer and fall being
very good. Prices were in the $0.60 to $0.70 per pound
range and demand was strong. An expansion that will
allow up to 10 million more pounds of production is
being planned for Malpeque Bay through the P.E.I.
Aquaculture Leasing Management Board, thus providing continued growth.
“In marine fisheries, we saw good catches in fall
herring and mackerel landings saw a strong price at
60 to 65 cents per pound,” McIsaac says.
The value of Island lobster landings was $193 million, which is $43 million more than 2015. Spring lobster landings were 23.4 million pounds, with a value
of $148 million, which represents a $27 million increase from 2015. Data from the fall fishery indicates
landings of 6.8 million pounds, which is 22 per cent
higher than 2015 and one million pounds higher than
the record year of 2014.
Opposition Agriculture and Fisheries Critic Colin
LaVie agrees with the minister’s assessment of the
season, highlighting the success of both the snow crab
and tuna fisheries. LaVie says the sports fishery and
the annual international catch and release tuna tournament that takes place at North Lake, which proclaims
itself as the Tuna Capital of the World, is a major economic generator for the region.
“We haven’t got the industries that Quebec has or
Ontario has or Alberta has, but we do have an industry right here on Prince Edward Island and it’s unique
to us,” says LaVie, who is a fisher by profession. “So
let’s make sure we look after our fisheries and our agriculture into the future so P.E.I. will survive.”
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“Prices Unmatched”

Gill Nets
Over 1000 Gill
Nets in stock
Nylon & Mono
Sizes 2” to 6”
Wide range of
Colors

Custom Nets
&
Custom Cable
Available
Sports Nets

CORDSTEEL
MADE IN PORTUGAL

Floating
&
Sinking
Avaiable

Baseball, Golf, Hockey,
Tennis, Volleyball

LOW DRAG BUOYS

Colors: Red,Orange,Lime,
Saturn, Yellow, White

HL-1
HL-2
HL-3

Traps
Build
to Order
Ask for a
Price
Today

1.800.399.7866
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Peace of mind
while on the water.

Backed by a fully trained Dealer Network!
Proud Distributor of:

DIESEL ENGINES
GENERATORS
POWER UNITS
MARINE TRANSMISSIONS (ZF)

290 Baig Blvd, Unit B2
Moncton, NB E1E 1C8

SUPPORT YOU HAVE GROWN TO TRUST!
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