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Fishers tackle industry’s biggest
concerns at SWNS Lobster Forum

Geoff Irvine, executive director of
the Lobster Council of Canada,
talks about markets at the second
annual SWNS Lobster Forum in
Yarmouth on Sept. 20.
JOHNSON PHOTO

Lobster ﬁshers listen to one of the speakers at the second annual Southwest Nova Scotia Lobster Forum in Yarmouth on Sept. 20. The forum addressed
many issues the industry is facing.
JOHNSON PHOTO

By Kathy Johnson
More than 100 ﬁshers from Lobster Fishing Areas
(LFAs) 33, 34 and 35 came together in Yarmouth on
Sept. 20 for the second annual Southwest Nova Scotia (SWNS) Lobster Forum, where the most pressing
issues facing the lobster ﬁshing were brought to the
forefront and addressed head-on.
Organized by the Maritime Fishermen’s Union
(MFU) Local 9, Coldwater Lobster Association,
Scotia Fundy Inshore Fishermen’s Association
and the Bay of Fundy Fishermen’s Association, industry experts, leaders and government ofﬁcials
were brought together to discuss such issues as
Marine Protected Areas, Atlantic right whale entanglement, market conditions, federal tax change
implications and the need to create and implement a
bycatch monitoring and data collection system

before the 2018/19 season.
“We strived for a balance between government,
industry and experts in all of the topics presented,”
says Judith Maxwell from the Scotia Fundy Inshore
Fishermen’s Association. “We believe we had the
most knowledgeable people in the room” for the
topics discussed.
The federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) was also well represented at the forum, with
presentations from Assistant Deputy Minister on
Fisheries Policy, Morley Knight, area director David
Whorley and species at risk biologist Cathy Merriman. Morley, who travelled from Ottawa for the
forum, spoke about pending changes to the Fisheries Act, the owner operator policy and the Food and
Ceremonial Fishery.
“We were especially pleased to have a government representative in the room that faced the cur-

rent issues head on and was open to frank discussion with the ﬁshing industry,” says Colin Sproul, a
member of the forum’s planning committee.
The need to create a framework and plan for the
implementation of a bycatch monitoring system
was the key topic at the forum, with ﬁshers breaking into working groups to answer two questions:
Do you want industry to create a bycatch plan or do
you want DFO to do it for you? And: If you want industry to create the plan, what would you like to see
in this plan? Workshop participants gave organizations a clear mandate to create a plan for industry
by industry, which is already being worked on.
“This year’s forum showed once again how much
can be accomplished when ﬁshermen’s associations
work together for the future of their ﬁshery,” says
Graeme Gawn, president of MFU Local 9. “It’s imperative we have this kind of collaboration.”
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Lobster market Constructing the new
overview
Jerseyman’s Island lighthouse
By Kathy Johnson
The reduction of tariffs on live lobster exports to
Europe that happened on Sept. 21 and the phase out
of tariffs on frozen and processed lobster over the next
five years under the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) is
good news for the lobster industry, says Geoff Irvine,
executive director of the Lobster Council of Canada.
“This is a great opportunity to sell more lobster,
so it’s really good news,” says Irvine, who gave an
overview of lobster markets, landings and value at the
SWNS Lobster Forum on Sept. 20 in Yarmouth.
Irvine says he also sees “good growth” potential for
markets in Asia, the Middle East and the U.S. In 2016,
the total value of Canadian lobster exports topped $2.1
billion.
Over the last 10 years, Irvine says increased supply
and lower prices “has allowed us to build lobster markets everywhere from fast food, checkered tablecloths
to white tablecloths,” which in turn has helped sustain
higher prices.
This year, a flat supply has put upward pressure on
shore prices. A strong Canadian dollar, strong landings in Maine, the current overall soft market demand
and competition in the marketplace from other proteins (i.e. shrimp, pork, beef) are all factors that will
come into play when the lobster fishery in southwestern Nova Scotia opens on Nov.27, Irvine says.

PROPELLER REPAIRS,
SALES & ATLERATIONS

The frame of the new lighthouse was
assembled on the foundation and the
cupola was installed to hold a new light.
COntributed PhOtO

Meteghan River, Nova Scotia, Canada B0W 2L0
Tel: (902) 645-2327 • Fax: (902) 645-2174
Email: info@aftheriault.com
www.aftheriaultboatyard.com
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Mark Your Calendar For
Canada’s Largest Commercial
Marine Event…

CANADA’S

LARGEST.

Fish Canada Workboat Canada is THE must-attend show for those
who make their living on, in, and around the water, as well as for
those who provide the products and services that keep Atlantic
Canada’s marine-based industries running strong.

JANUARY 26-27, 2018
MONCTON, NB

For more information and to secure your space at
this leading industry event, please contact:
Shawn Murphy, Show Manager • smurphy@mpltd.ca
Toll Free: 1.888.454.7469

MONCTON COLISEUM COMPLEX
JANUARY 26-27, 2018
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada

ATTENTION VISITORS:
Registration is now open!
Visit www.FCWC.ca
to pre-register and save.
Presented by:

Produced by:
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COMMENTARY:
Liberal “fairness” agenda: after small
business, are fishers next?
By Charles W. Moore
(Editor’s Note: This column
was written in advance of Finance
Minister Bill Morneau’s announced
amendments to the tax changes, and
may not reflect the most recent information.)
The Trudeau government’s
proposed changes to how incorporated small businesses are taxed
has ignited a firestorm of protest
across the country. The changes
announced in July by Finance Minister Bill Morneau are being harshly criticized by farmers, doctors,
lawyers, accountants and trades,
among others, as targeting those
responsible for the majority of job
creation in Canada.
Fishers, who operate under different tax rules, aren’t included so
far, but for how long?
If implemented, which seems
likely, Morneau’s tax proposals
will include changes to capital
gains rules that will make it more
difficult for entrepreneurs to transfer their businesses to the next
generation. I’m no tax accountant,
but that sounds like a change that
could affect transfers of fishing
business ownership within families as well.
However, the main focus of the
Liberals’ efforts to make the fishery
more “socially progressive” is on
licenses rather than taxes.
In an address to the 2017 Canadian Independent Fish Harvesters’
Federation (CIFHF) annual meeting in Chester, N.S., federal Fisheries Minister Dominic LeBlanc said
he’s looking for ways to make Canada’s fishing license process fairer.
He believes the licenses have become over-valued in recent years,
“especially here in southwest
Nova Scotia,” making it harder for
young fishers to enter the industry.
“A system where access to a
fishing license is determined by
who you’re related to or how
many hundreds of thousands of
dollars you have, or how much
debt you’re willing to take on,
seems unfair,” LeBlanc says.
Intergenerational transfers of
small fishing business licenses
have indeed become a challenge
for the fishing industry. Some licenses reportedly have market
value from $400,000 to $700,000
depending on the fishing area
covered. This naturally creates af-

fordability obstacles for younger
fishers who want to buy in. So, it’s
true the high upfront costs exclude
some people from entering the industry.
However, it’s not going to be
an easy fix, which LeBlanc (to his
credit) acknowledges.
“To say there will be divergent
views is an understatement. I’m
sure there are people in this very
room who will vehemently disagree with one another on licensing questions,” LeBlanc said during the CIFHF meeting. To say the
least.
LeBlanc also says he wants to
“bring our government’s support
for the middle class to life through
a progressive fisheries policy.”
Helping the middle class grow is
a marquee Liberal talking point.
Morneau’s proposed tax rule
changes are also being pitched as
targeting “the wealthy” and supportive of the middle class.
But wait… aren’t fishers, in-

Dominic LeBlanc, minister of DFO, says lobster licenses are
over-valued and blocking the entry of younger fishers to the
industry. Is his government’s move to reform the tax laws a
preview of what’s to come for the fisheries?
because catches there have been
more abundant in recent years
and therefore licenses to fish there
have a higher market value than
licenses in other areas.
If lobster catches in Southwest
Nova decline due to natural cycles
or climate change, or if export
markets slacken due to trade pro-

“A system where access to a
fishing license is determined by
who you’re related to or how
many hundreds of thousands of
dollars you have, or how much
debt you’re willing to take on,
seems unfair.”
Dominic LeBlanc
Minister, Department of Fisheries
And Oceans Canada
cluding well-off ones, members of
the middle class? I think it would
be fair to say most fishers, like
most Canadians, consider themselves middle class. So, what are
the Liberals suggesting? That
middle-class status is determined
solely by income level?
One big problem with arbitrarily declaring that fishing licenses
are “over-valued” is it ignores the
market, which always gets the
final say on valuations one way
or another. The reason lobster licenses are worth more in regions
like southwest Nova Scotia is

tectionism or a strengthening Canadian dollar, the invisible hand of
the marketplace will automatically
drive the value of licenses down.
Market values of any commodity
change constantly, readjusting to
reflect fluctuations in supply and
demand. They’re particularly fluid
in resource industries. Relative to
the potential income from the robust catches they represent, highpriced licenses in Southwest Nova
are fairly valued, and not “overvalued” as LeBlanc suggests.
LeBlanc left unclear in his
speech what specific means and

measures he plans to use to reduce
the value of fishing licenses, saying only, “We have already begun
exploring the potential for more
fundamental changes that would
help eliminate financial barriers
to entry and ensure the independence and economic viability of
the inshore and midshore fisheries are maintained and strengthened.”
The minister needs to proceed
carefully with any “progressive
fisheries policy” that would disrupt the market ecosystem that
created and has sustained Atlantic
Canada’s most successful export
industry. He must reject such actions as arbitrarily capping the
price of existing lobster licenses,
because fishers have worked hard
to build equity over many years in
anticipation of selling their licenses
to finance their retirement. Reconciling the interests of these fishers
with the aspirations of those seeking lower cost entry into the industry would be no small accomplishment, but as CIFHF President
Melanie Sonnenberg told CBC
News, the government needs to be
mindful and respectful of fishers’
efforts to get to where they are and
to maintain what they have.
“I’m here today to tell you I’m
interested in making the licensing process fairer,” LeBlanc said
in Chester. “We will start from the
basic principle the fishery is a public resource. It belongs to all Canadians. Licenses provide privileged
access to this common property.”
That sounds ominous to fishers
who own a high-value license and
are counting on selling it at fair
market value to finance a comfortable retirement.
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Blue on blue
A day at sea, hauling traps with Blue MacKinnon
By Glen Stickey
Leonard “Blueberry” MacKinnnon is
a towering man, with hands the size of
baseball mitts. He is tough as nails and
as gentle as the sea after a storm. “Blue”,
as he is known, quit school 56 years ago
to fish and has been on the waters of
northern P.E.I. ever since.
“I remember my first boat in 1960,
an old skiff that was on its last legs. I
had a horrible time getting mates. They
would sail with me for one day and
then say, ‘I’m not sailing on that death
trap again,’” MacKinnon says with
a chuckle.
At dawn, I had the honour to sail on
the Blue Bayou with MacKinnon and his
crew. That day there was MacKinnon,
his son-in-law and MLA Sidney MacEwan, and their hired hand Don. There
was also a surprise guest, Darren, a
32-year-old who had fished with MacKinnon up to 2008 and was home for a
week. He came and surprised the crew,
and was waiting on the boat when they
arrived. Darren now lives in Calgary.
You could tell the call of the sea was
strong, as Darren had been spending his

week on P.E.I. going out with different
crews for the day.
We were lucky, as it was a calm day.
MacKinnon was at the wheel as he has
been for so many years. Once on the
open ocean, MacEwan took over, piloting us to our first line of traps. Before we
got there, a discussion on wind direction made for a prediction on that days’
haul, since a southwest wind brings
the fish in. The first few lines were a
bit sparse, and MacKinnon said, “Wait
till we get to 50 feet, it should be better there.” Sure enough, once we got to
the lines set in 50 feet of water the
catches improved.
As MacEwan negotiated the labyrinth of buoys all around us, MacKinnon
and Darren started reminiscing about
the fun they had when they worked together almost 10 years ago.
“Remember when you put beer in the
last line of traps for us, that was a great
haul… and the time I put a life size doll
on another fisherman’s line?”
The two laughed and talked for quite
some time until the crew chided with
a chuckle, “We’re gonna have to hire
some help back here.”
134257

Servicing Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Ports for
ALL Fisheries Requiring Dockside Monitoring

FOR ALL YOUR
MONITORING
NEEDS!
“The price
you’re quoted
is the price
you’ll pay”

SERVICES INCLUDE:

• Dockside Monitoring
• Lobster Logbook Entry
• Clam & Fish Water Logbook Entry
• Supply Logbooks
• Gear Tags for Lobster, Crab,
Herring, Smelt & Bait

CONTACT US TODAY! 506-747-3550
TOLL FREE 1-866-665-4451
Owned and Operated by Marjorie Leeman

leemanm@nbnet.nb.ca
SEEFISH IS THE OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY OPERATED MONITORING COMPANY SINCE THE INCEPTION OF MONITORING PROGRAMS

Leonard “Blueberry”
MacKinnnon, also
known as just Blue, at
the helm of his lobster
boat, the Blue Bayou.
Stickey PhOtO

With that, the two men sprung to action, MacKinnon piloting and hauling the
traps and Darren banding. MacKinnon
then switched to measure the fish, throwing back any that didn’t make the size.
The funniest event of the day happened when MacKinnon switched once
again to banding the lobster. I was at
the back taking photos when I heard
him talking away. I turned to see him
holding up his arm with a large lobster
clamped onto his thumb. He was looking at it, laughing and having a great
conversation with the lobster, until it
finally let go and was banded.
When we got close to the end of our
haul, he fired up the cooker, scooped up

some sea water, and cooked up a feed,
finishing just in time to take the boat
into the harbor as he has done so many
times, waving to the other boats as he
passed with a smile.
Once in the harbour, we dropped
off the catch and headed to dock. There
MacKinnon said with a smile, “Get ‘em
into ya.” We all proceeded to grab and
eat several freshly cooked lobsters at the
back of the boat. “No tools here,” MacEwan chuckled. Growing up in Cape
Breton, I can say I had my fair share of
lobster, but out of the trap and right into
a pot of fresh ocean water, cooked to
perfection — these were the best lobster
I have ever tasted.

WADE’S WIRE TRAPS
Wade Goodwin, Owner-Operator
Cyril d’Entremont, General Manager
We have in stock:
Holding cages, flea bags, worm resistant wooden
runners, plastic runners and sticks.

Distributors of Aquamesh & Cavatorta

We specialize in custom made wire traps
using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5 ga. wire,
with Cavatorta or Aquamesh vinyl coating.
After 35 years in business,
we have the experience needed
to be trusted with your trap needs.

3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle
Nova Scotia B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762-2595 Fax: 902-762-3449
124251
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AquaBounty wins
biotechnology award
AquaBounty, the company behind the development of the first genetically-engineered fish species
licensed for sale in North America, is the winner of the
Gold Leaf Award for Emerging Company — Agriculture bestowed by BIOTECanada, Canada’s national
biotechnology industry association.
AquaBounty is currently constructing a $13 million
facility in Rollo Bay West, P.E.I. to replace a smaller
test facility in nearby Fortune. The company plans to
produce 250 metric tonnes of “AquaAdvantage” salmon out of the eastern P.E.I. facility each year.
“Being recognized by our industry peers with this
Gold Leaf Award for Emerging Company — Agriculture is very welcome and much appreciated,” says
Ronald Stotish, CEO of AquaBounty. “As many of you
know, AquaBounty is a small company with a long
history. Our efforts in Canada have been greatly aided by the supportive business development environment, the support of national and provincial governments, and in particular the support of BIOTECanada
and the P.E.I. BioAlliance.

RCMP seek
information
regarding
oyster theft
The RCMP and the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans are investigating the theft of oysters from the
Murray Harbour North area of P.E.I. The theft occurred Oct. 1.
The Kings District RCMP estimates the initial value of the theft is $30,000. Anyone who has information about this issue that might assist in this investigation can contact Cnst. David Ngo at the Montague
RCMP, 902-687-9300. Or provide anonymously via
P.E.I. Crime Stoppers via 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS),
www.peicrimestoppers.com.
If the tip leads to a conviction, you could be eligible for a cash reward and you assist with deterring
criminal activity, creating safer communities.

Tuna reallocation fishery open
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans has
approved the release of 108 tags for the Canadian
tuna reallocation fishery, which opened Sept. 29.
The first fishing period began Aug. 1 and ended
Sept. 26. The reallocation fishery is scheduled to
run until Dec. 31, or until the quota is caught.
The 108 tags represent 90 per cent of the
remaining quota based
on the average weight

Halibut quota reached
The goal of 90 per cent of the Atlantic Halibut quota was reached at the end
of the first reallocation period in late
September.
A total of 7,070 kg was landed in the last

I

two days of the fishery, bringing the total
for the 2017 fishery to 47,080 kg or 90.5 per
cent of the initial quota. The remaining
quota (4,902 kg, preliminary amount) will
be carried over to the 2018 season.

of tuna landed to date. The P.E.I. Tuna Advisory
Committee will be holding a further conference call
with DFO in early October to discuss the release
of more tags. The tags are being allotted from the
Canadian tuna reallocation draw list, starting
at #195.

ANCHORS

LOBSTER TRAPS

LOBSTER TRAPS

Trawl anchors, grapnels,
folding stock and Danforth
style anchors.
25 lb up to 150 lb in stock.
Fuel tanks made to your
measurements. Aluminum &
stainless steel fabrication

Attention Fishermen!

Traps & Kits made of “Aquamesh”
and “Saeplast” wire.
Wire sold in 12” to 72” rolls
straightened & cut in any size, bent
for kits or finished traps. Financing
& Delivery available.
ROSSWAY TRAP AND
MARINE SUPPLIES
P.O. Box 519
117 King Street, Digby, NS. B0V 1A0
902-245-1013 • fax: 902-245-5825
rosswaytrap@gmail.com

A&B Marine
Box 204, Barrington Psg, N.S.
Phone 902-637-2206
Fax 902-637-2716

Marine Railway Ltd.

deally located
adjacent to the
Meteghan Harbour,
Comeau Marine
Railway Ltd. carries
out minor and major
refits on all types of
vessels up to 140’ long
and 32’ wide and has a
600 gross ton hauling
capacity. They also
supply tugboat and
boom truck services.
Their diversified stockroom welcomes
retail clients and offers specialty ordering.
Steel, fiberglass and wooden vessels are
continuously brought to Comeau Marine
Railway Ltd. by return clients who are very
happy with the service and workmanship.

“We hope to be able to give back by growing our
business, increasing our workforce and contributing
substantially to the economy of the region and the
country. These are exciting times for our company,
and we look forward to working with you all in the
future. My sincere thanks and appreciation to BIOTECanada for this wonderful recognition.”
The AquaAdvantage fish program is based on
a single, specific molecular modification in the fish
that results in more rapid growth and early development. The aquaculture facility’s inland location means
AquaBounty is raising its disease-free, antibiotic-free
salmon away from the ocean, thus eliminating the risk
of escapes impacting native fish populations and the
risk of pollutants or contaminants harming marine
ecosystems.
In November 2015, AquaBounty announced the
U.S. FDA approved the company’s New Animal Drug
application for the production, sale and consumption
of its AquaAdvantage salmon. Health Canada has
also approved the product for sale in Canada.

NORTH SHORE
BALLAST
Has a complete line of ballast
for lobster traps.
Wood, Wood & Wire and
Straight Wire traps.
Located in Pictou at
58 Brown’s Point Road.
Call ahead at

902-485-8780

to make sure we have what you
need and it’s ready for pick up.

Remember: “We’re in a sinking
business - Sink about Us!”

For Sale, good used wire traps
call 902-485-8780 or 902-396-7379

ATLANTIC
PO Box 39
Saulnierville, NS B0W 2Z0
Contact: Darren Comeau
Ph: 902.645.2029 Fax: 902.645.3631
darren@comeausea.com
www.comeausea.com

124310
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!!

Your ad could be here!

Call 902-485-8014
for more information.

WADE’S WIRE TRAPS:
Wade Goodwin/Owner-Operator,
Cyril d’Entrement/General Manager.
We specialize in custom made wire
traps using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5
ga. wire, with a superior Aquamesh
vinyl coating. We keep a large stock
of wire tools and accessories needed
to build your own traps. Delivery is
available. Located in Lower Argyle.
Mailing address:
3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle
Nova Scotia B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762- 2595
Fax: 902-762-3449

MECHANICAL
REPAIRS
W. MACDONALD DIESEL &
MAINTENANCE LTD.
Located at Mersey Point (approx.
2 miles from Liverpool), Sales
& Service for Mitsubishi & John
Deere engines and Borg Warner
Gear. Also repairs done to Isuzu
diesel engines.
Phone Walter A. MacDonald,
902-354-3100
119088
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RAINBOW
NET & RIGGING LIMITED






COMMERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRIAL MARINE

“Prices Unmatched”

Gill Nets
Over 1000 Gill
Nets in stock
Nylon & Mono
Sizes 2” to 6”
Wide range of
Colors

Custom Nets
&
Custom Cable
Available
Sports Nets

CORDSTEEL
MADE IN PORTUGAL

Floating
&
Sinking
Avaiable

Baseball, Golf, Hockey,
Tennis, Volleyball

LOW DRAG BUOYS

Colors: Red,Orange,Lime,
Saturn, Yellow, White

HL-1
HL-2
HL-3

Traps
Build
to Order
Ask for a
Price
Today

1.800.399.7866

124337
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Peace of mind
while on the water.

Backed by a fully trained Dealer Network!
Proud Distributor of:

DIESEL ENGINES
GENERATORS
POWER UNITS
MARINE TRANSMISSIONS (ZF)

290 Baig Blvd, Unit B2
Moncton, NB E1E 1C8

SUPPORT YOU HAVE GROWN TO TRUST!
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