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Rough weather a challenge
for Northumberland Strait scallop fishers
Catches way down, but high price keeps fishery in the black
Three fishing boats are lined up at the Cape
Tormentine wharf, rigged out for the annual
scallop fishery, which ran from May 1 to June 3.
Joan LeBlanc photo

By Joan LeBlanc
Cold, unsettled weather resulted in a less-than-stellar scallop fishing season in the Northumberland Strait
this year. Cape Tormentine scallop fisher Jim Murray
says poor weather conditions made it hard for fishers in
Scallop Area 22 to get in more than just a few days fishing each week of the annual five-week season, which
ran from May 1 to June 3 this year.
Only three scallop boats fished at the Cape Tormentine wharf this year, with just five at the Botsford wharf
in nearby Murray Corner.
“It was bumpy enough on some days; the first week
we only dragged three days, the second week four… it
was rainy, cold and windy. When you’re dragging scallops, you can’t drag in much more than about 20 knot
winds; you’re pushing the max. You get two or three
thousand pounds of steel swinging around the back of
the boat… it’s quite hard when it’s blowing, and you

don’t bring in as much,” Murray says.
Scallop catches weren’t too bad in the early days
of the season, but certainly a far cry from other, better
years, Murray continues.
“There were some who were bringing in 150 pounds
the first day, but that’s a far cry from some years; usually it’s 250 to 300 pounds. That’s pretty near half of
what it usually is. Then in the second week it went
down to less than 100 pounds. At the end of it, some of
the bigger outfits, they were still scratching up 70 or 80
pounds. But it was the price that kept it going. If you
pick up 80 pounds you’re looking at $1,200; it pays you
and pays for the hired men,” Murray says.
Scallop prices were higher again this year, at $15
per pound, up three dollars from the $12 fishers got for
their catches in 2017.
Meat quality was also good, he notes, and fishers were glad to see lots of spat and smaller scallops
in their drags.

“There are lots of small ones, and that’s good. There
was a time when things didn’t look so good. The year
after they built the bridge (Confederation Bridge to
P.E.I., 1994 to 1997), in two days I got about 80 pounds
and the meat was poor. It seems about every 20 years
they do something in the (Northumberland) Strait and
everything gets messed up. In 1977, they put the first
cable to P.E.I., in 1997 it was the bridge and in 2017 it’s
the new power cable, and that’s caused problems, what
with all the silt last year. And they put it right across the
end of the best scallop beds in the Strait, so who knows
what’ll happen with that,” Murray says.
Still, Murray remains optimistic the scallop stocks
will continue to increase.
“I’ve been fishing lobster for years, scallops since
1992 and I’ve never missed a year. We weathered the
bridge years, and they were tough ones, but I guess scallops are a hardy species, because we’re seeing the small
ones again. Who know what the future will bring?”

Page 2 • Atlantic Fisherman • July 2017

www.atlanticfisherman.com

FREE SATELLITE PHONE

KEEP YOUR
BUSINESS
CONNECTED

The most affordable satellite voice
and data solution for your business.
Manage your business on the open water from beyond cellular service. Remain
connected to co-workers, family and loved ones without breaking the bank.

$499 SAT PHONE

FREE

*

Visit Globalstar.com/atlanticFREE8
to take advantage of current
FREE SATELLITE PHONE OFFERS.

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. For offer details, visit Globalstar.com/atlanticFREE8.
124313

July 2017 • Atlantic Fisherman • Page 3

www.atlanticfisherman.com

Fish packer’s association rebranded
Nova Scotia Seafood Alliance
By Kathy Johnson
Nova Scotia’s small and medium-sized
onshore seafood companies have a new
umbrella organization to represent their
interests in the fishing industry.
The Nova Scotia Seafood Alliance
(NSSA) was officially established on March
1, succeeding the Nova Scotia Fish Packer’s
Association, which has represented processors in the province for more than 40 years.
“We are proud of our history, and look
forward to a successful future with a new
focus and direction,” says Osborne Burke,
NSSA president, in a press release. “More
than just a name, we have a renewed purpose as an advocate and a consistent voice
to government and other key audiences.
At the heart of our mission is inclusion. We
are stronger when we work together.”
The gradual transition from the Nova
Scotia Fish Packers to the Nova Scotia
Seafood Alliance began three years ago at
a think-tank session by the Fish Packers’
board of directors. The decision was made
to rebrand the association while holding
on to the best of the existing fundamentals.
The priority of the Alliance is to attract
new members from every region of the
province, representing all species of seafood, says Leo Muise, executive director.
“Members felt they wanted to be more
inclusive in terms of geography and spe-

cies. Between all of our members we process and buy everything.”
So far the plan seems to be working with
at least 10 new members joining the alliance in the last few months.
“We have members from Victoria to
Yarmouth,” Muise says. “We want to talk
with everyone. Harvesters, government,
academics, researchers, scientists… we’re
open to talking and working together in
each other’s best interests. Working together works.”
A native Nova Scotian, Muise has an
extensive fisheries background in both the
federal and provincial governments. Prior
to accepting the position of executive director of the NSSA, Muise was with the
Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture.
“The Alliance will continue its predecessor’s strong record of industry leadership,”
states a press release. “By working together, the sector can overcome new challenges including sustainability, a demanding
regulatory environment, the logistics of
serving international markets, and rapidlychanging technology. The organization’s
new tagline — Working together works –
reflects its goals.”
Along with the new name the seafood
alliance has also launched a new website:
https://www.novascotiaseafoodalliance.ca/.

Lobster balloons are hoisted up from the Devine
Intervention at the Lower Woods Harbour wharf,
marking the end of the lobster fishery in southwest
Nova Scotia on May 31.
Kathy Johnson photo
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WADE’S WIRE TRAPS:
Wade Goodwin/Owner-Operator,
Cyril d’Entrement/General Manager.
We specialize in custom made wire
traps using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5
ga. wire, with a superior Aquamesh
vinyl coating. We keep a large stock
of wire tools and accessories needed
to build your own traps. Delivery is
available. Located in Lower Argyle.
Mailing address:
3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle
Nova Scotia B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762- 2595
Fax: 902-762-3449
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REPAIRS
W. MACDONALD DIESEL &
MAINTENANCE LTD.
Located at Mersey Point (approx.
2 miles from Liverpool), Sales
& Service for Mitsubishi & John
Deere engines and Borg Warner
Gear. Also repairs done to Isuzu
diesel engines.
Phone Walter A. MacDonald,
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Aquamesh® connected panels come as one panel with 2, 3 or 4
individual Aquamesh® panels joined together. They are a convenient and
economical alternative to purchasing rolls. In addition, connected panels have
a lower cost compared to single panels.

“For the last few months I have been
building traps with Aquamesh® connected
panels. The connected panels were less
labor intensive; easy to handle, store and
shear, allowing me to construct more traps
in less time with no wasted wire.”
– Joe Savoie, Owner SS Fish & Sales

Contact us today for a complete list of Aquamesh® connected panel sizes and pricing.
1.800.762.6374 . 1.508.234.8400 . info@riverdale.com . www.riverdale.com
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COMMENTARY:
Fishery over-dependence on lobster a
‘gilded trap’ scientists warn
Climate change, ocean warming driving lobster away from traditional grounds
Last month in this space, I wrote abundant lobster catches over the past several
years are likely a bubble, and suggested
supply sustainability could turn out to be
a much greater challenge for the future of
Atlantic Canada’s lobster fishery than finding new markets.
With the effects of climate change bearing down on the region, the resource is unlikely to prove adequate to sustain current
exploitation levels, let alone support significant lobster market expansion in Asia and
Europe.
Scientists studying the Gulf of Maine
lobster resource are sounding the alarm.
The American Lobster Settlement Index
(ALSI), a U.S.-Canadian monitoring collaboration of fishers and scientists founded in
1989, tracks newly-settled lobsters that repopulate coastal nursery grounds at more
than 100 sites in New England and Atlantic
Canada. In a 2016 ALSI update, organization founder Rick Wahle, a research professor in the University of Maine’s School of
Marine Sciences, says despite the current
abundance of egg-bearing adult lobsters
and record-breaking harvests in the Gulf of
Maine, the number of young lobsters continues to decline.
Most monitoring sites from Beaver Harbour, New Brunswick to Cape Cod Bay report some of the lowest lobster settlement
rates since the late 1990s or early 2000s.
The watchdog organization, whose Canadian participants include the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the
University of New Brunswick, the P.E.I.
Fishermen’s Association and the Guysborough County (Nova Scotia) Inshore Fishermen’s Association, notes a trend of high
egg production, but declining numbers of
baby lobsters since about 2007. This could
have profound implications for the region’s
marine economy.
“If we were to see a collapse in the lobster catch, it would mean we’re already seven to eight years into a decline in the population,” Wahle says in a UMaine release.
“Through ALSI, we can get an early warning of what might happen to the catch.”
So far, Maine lobster landings have been
stronger than ever, with 2016 a recordbreaking year for the state’s commercial
lobster fishers in both volume and value.
The Portland Press Herald reported more
than 130 million pounds, or US$533.1 million worth, of lobsters were landed last
year.
Approximately 80 per cent of New England lobster landings come from Maine
coastal waters. With about three-quarters
of the state’s overall fishery value deriving
from lobster, “a downward trend in lobster

production could significantly impact the
state’s coastal economy in the future,” Wahle says, noting American lobster is now the
nation’s most valuable fishery and Maine’s
single most-valuable export — worth $331
million in 2015.
UMaine reports that scientists and fishers
seeking to better understand the changing
lobster population, and what those changes
could mean for the marine economy, are
finding a new data time series is shedding
light on the puzzle of why settlement is falling at a time of increased egg production.
Wahle says larval lobsters hatch in early summer and are released into the water where they become better swimmers
in ocean currents. Over the next four to
six weeks, the larvae mature to their postlarval stage and settle on the seafloor. He
suggests that changes in quantity or quality
of lobster larvae food during the transition
could be a mortality factor. An increase in
waterborne predators of both lobster larvae
and the also-monitored copepod Calanus
finmarchicus, a form of zooplankton and
major food source for larval lobsters, could
also be factors. Studies do show the lobster
settlement downward trend has paralleled
declining abundance of copepods.
“Clearly, we need to better understand
these linkages to know whether larval food
supply could be a limiting factor in recruitment of Gulf of Maine lobster and the implications of these trends for the future of
the fishery,” Wahle says.
Wahle recently co-chaired the 11th International Conference and Workshop on
Lobster Biology and Management, held this
year at Portland, Maine from June 4 to 9.
The 2017 ICWL conference focus was on
the impact a changing ocean environment
is having on the global economy and the biology and business of lobsters.
In a conference presentation, UMaine
professor Robert Steneck noted over the
past 20 years, economic diversity of marine
resources harvested in Maine has declined
by almost 70 per cent, with highly abundant lobsters now representing 70 per cent
of the value of Maine’s fish and seafood
landings. He observed, ironically, Atlantic herring harvested for lobster bait is the
state’s second most valuable commercially
fished species, albeit accounting for just 2.6
per cent of 2016 commercial landings.
Steneck warns that corrected for inflation, income from lobsters in Maine has increased by nearly 400 per cent since 1985.
While many fishers, fisheries managers
and policymakers consider this a success,
what has essentially become a monoculture
fishery increases social and ecological risks
should anything happen to the lobster.

Steneck points to southern New England
where summer ocean temperatures are rising with increasing frequency above the 20
degree threshold where lobsters become
thermally stressed. This has caused massive
die-offs and disease, resulting in a more
than 70 per cent decline in lobster and calls
for closure.
A conference presentation by Rutgers
University Assistant Professor Malin Pinsky observed the warming impact of climate change appears to be advancing substantially faster in the ocean than on land.
Many marine species are shifting poleward
or deeper, lobster being one of the clearest
examples.
While water temperature in the Gulf of
Maine is currently close to ideal for lobsters, Wahle says, continued warming is
heightening concerns a similar collapse in
Maine. The booming Maine lobster fishery
is aptly described by Steneck as the sort of
“gilded trap” that results when economically lucrative near-term opportunities
“outweigh concerns over associated social
and ecological risks or consequences,” with
large financial gains creating a strong reinforcing feedback that deepens the trap.
Steneck says avoidance of, or escape
from, the trap will require managing the
fishery for development of increased biological and economic diversity. He concedes
this is a difficult sell when no crisis has yet
materialized, and financial incentives for
maintaining the status quo remain large.
However, he contends the fishing community needs to start thinking and talking
about shifting fisheries management focus
away from single species and toward integrated social-ecological approaches that
diversify local ecosystems, societies and
economies.
Julie Gelfand, commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development at
the Office of the Auditor General of Canada, concludes in a report released last fall
that Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s assessment of Atlantic Canadian lobster stocks
“does not take into account recent changes
in the ecosystem or new, more efficient fishing methods.”
The report prudently recommends DFO
set priorities and timelines for identifying
measures to be taken if a major stock falls
below a certain level so that sustainable
fishing limits can be determined with greater certainty. However, achieving agreement
on what form such enhanced conservation
measures would take, such as boat catch
quotas or reduced numbers of fishing days
in addition to current trap limits, will be a
fraught issue itself.
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Record year for fish landings in 2016

PEIFA
bursary
winners
The P.E.I. Fishermen’s Association has announced the winners of its
2017 Member’s Bursary Program. In
total, 11 bursaries of $1,000 each were
awarded. Each of the six association
locals were eligible to award two bursaries. Members, spouses and children
were eligible to apply. Kaitlin Kenna
and Raelene MacLean are the winners
from the Western Gulf Fishermen’s Association, while Christopher Outhouse
and Jackson D. MacKenzie took home
the Eastern Kings Fishermen’s Association bursaries. The North Shore Fishermen’s Association winners were Jacob
Blackett and Jesse Champion, while
Alexis Ouellet and Marc-Andre Gallant
were successful from the Prince County Fishermen’s Association. The Southern Kings and Queens Fishermen’s
Association winners were Alexander
MacKinnon and Calista Steele, and
Madelaine MacDonald was the lone
winner from the Central Northumberland Strait Fishermen’s Association.

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries estimates the value of total fish landings in
2016 increased by 20 per cent to $261.7 million,
a new all-time high for fish landings on P.E.I.
According to the provincial statistical review,
molluscs and crustaceans continue to be the
top species of the Island fishery, comprising
97.4 per cent of the total value of all fish landings. Total lobster landings decreased by 5.1
per cent in 2016, but higher prices pushed total value up by 28.9 per cent to $193.6 million,
also an all-time high. Back in 2002, total lobster
landings were 19,906,854 pounds with a total
value of $105,399,007. Last year, landings were 30,582,023
(the second largest total in 14 years behind the 32,209,203 in

2015). However, better prices in 2016 saw landed value increase from $150,190,049 in 2015 to $193,604,207 last year. The
value of other crustaceans and molluscs decreased by 2.5 per
cent in 2016. Landings of groundfish, pelagic and estuarial
fish were 10.3 per cent lower than last year, falling to 12.2
million pounds; it’s the sixth straight year of decline. Prices
decreased in 2016 for cod (down by 4.2 per cent to 56.5 cents/
lb.) and rock crab (down by 7.5 per cent to 49.4 cents/lb.).
Higher prices were seen for herring (up by 77.6 per cent to
32.5 cents/lb.), mackerel (up by 27.8 per cent to 76.7 cents/
lb.), snow crab (up by 38.9 per cent to $3.75/lb.), and mussels
(up by 7.7 per cent to 70.0 cents/lb). The aquaculture industry was worth $47,175,000 last year, divided into $32,625,000
for mussels, $11,050,000 for oysters and $3,500,000 for finfish.
That compares to a total value of $31,880.000 in 2003.

Shellfish festival announces 2017 line up
Canada’s largest shellfish festival, the Prince Edward Island International Shellfish Festival, will be back bigger and
better than ever Sept. 14 to 17 in downtown Charlottetown.
Food Network Canada’s celebrity Chef Lynn Crawford will
return to host the weekend celebrations. Lynn will be on
the shellfish main stage with culinary demonstrations daily
Friday through Sunday and available throughout the weekend for photo ops and cookbook signings. Food Network
Canada’s Chef Chuck Hughes will host the kick-off signature event, Feast & Frolic on Sept. 14. Canada’s Food Island
will also host 12 Canadian chefs competing in the Garland
Canada International Chef Challenge for a $10,000 cash prize.
Restaurants Canada will present the P.E.I. Shellfish Excellence Award again this year. The winning restaurants will

be recognized for their exceptional promotion of local seafood, demonstrating superior shellfish quality standards, offering an assortment of local shellfish and promoting P.E.I.
shellfish choices to its community and customers. More than
$26,000 dollars in cash prizes are handed out during live
competitions in the Festival tent, including the P.E.I. Potato
Chowder Championship, Shiny Sea P.E.I. Oyster Shucking
Championship, Raspberry Point International Oyster Shucking Championship, Mott’s Best Caesar In Town Competition
and Tie One On Mussel Competition. The P.E.I. International
Shellfish Festival is a joint effort of the P.E.I. Aquaculture
Association and the P.E.I. Shellfish Association. It started in
1996 as a one-day event and last year more than 11,000 people
attended.

AquaBounty receives approval
AquaBounty has received approval from the P.E.I. government to raise genetically modified (GM) salmon at its site in
Rollo Bay West. Raising the GM salmon, known as AquaAdvantage, at the Island site wasn’t part of the original proposal,
but the provincial government allowed the Massachusettsbased company to amend its proposal. Construction of two
40,000 square-foot buildings on the site is already under way.
The project is expected to cost in the range of $13 million. The
salmon have been approved for sale in both Canada and the
United States, making them the first genetically modified animals to be deemed safe for human consumption. According to the environmental impact
assessment conducted by Joose Environmen-

PROPELLER REPAIRS,
SALES & ATLERATIONS

Meteghan River, Nova Scotia, Canada B0W 2L0
Tel: (902) 645-2327 • Fax: (902) 645-2174
Email: info@aftheriault.com
www.aftheriaultboatyard.com
124256

I

tal, AquaBounty will rear its sterile GM salmon from eyed
egg to market size. The site will operate using recirculated
groundwater. Effluent from the facility will be screened using
multiple mechanical barriers, and various pieces of dewatering and sludge concentrating equipment. Sludge would be
stored on-site to be repurposed later. Clear water would be
introduced to a pond or constructed wetland and eventually
discharged into the adjacent stream. Communities, Land and
Environment Minister Robert Mitchell says a full environmental review isn’t needed, but did attach some conditions.
AquaBounty is required for the next two years to sample on
a monthly basis both the water going into the facility from
the nearby stream and the effluent before it’s discharged. It
must also develop a plan
to deal with any escape of
fish from the facility and
have it approved before
any GM fish are housed
in the facility. The fish
will not be required to be
labelled as GM when they
reach the marketplace.
Health Canada has ruled
no health risk or significant nutritional change
was identified in food derived from AquaAdvantage salmon. The decision
of whether to proceed with
voluntary labelling belongs with the company.
PO Box 39
Federal Environment MinSaulnierville, NS B0W 2Z0
ister Catherine McKenna
Contact: Darren Comeau
has rejected calls from sevPh: 902.645.2029 Fax: 902.645.3631
eral environmental groups
darren@comeausea.com
calling for a federal enviwww.comeausea.com
124310
ronmental review.

Marine Railway Ltd.

deally located
adjacent to the
Meteghan Harbour,
Comeau Marine
Railway Ltd. carries
out minor and major
refits on all types of
vessels up to 140’ long
and 32’ wide and has a
600 gross ton hauling
capacity. They also
supply tugboat and
boom truck services.
Their diversified stockroom welcomes
retail clients and offers specialty ordering.
Steel, fiberglass and wooden vessels are
continuously brought to Comeau Marine
Railway Ltd. by return clients who are very
happy with the service and workmanship.

www.atlanticfisherman.com

July 2017 • Atlantic Fisherman • Page 7

Necropsies conducted
on three Right whales
By Andy Walker
It will likely be several more weeks
before a determination can be made
on the cause of death for six North Atlantic Right whales found dead in the
waters just off western Prince Edward
Island.
Over the Canada Day weekend,
three of the whales were towed to a
secluded beach in Norway, near the Island’s western tip, so necropsies could
be performed. A statement from the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) notes the advanced state of decomposition for the other three whales
made necropsies impossible.
Approximately 30 people assisted
with the necropsies, including DFO
experts, the Canadian Wildlife Health
Cooperative-Atlantic Veterinary College, the Université de Montréal, the
Marine Animal Response Society, the
University of North Carolina Wilmington, the Marine Mammal Commission,

the N.B. Museum, Dalhousie University and the provincial governments
of Nova Scotia, British Columbia and
Prince Edward Island.
“DFO is waiting for complete results, which can take six to eight weeks
as scientists await results from testing
on the tissue samples obtained during
the necropsies,” the DFO notes. “The
department will finalize its comprehensive review of the situation before
publicly discussing any factors that
may have contributed to the mortalities. Once this information is available,
the department will share it with the
public.”
Until recent years, North Atlantic
Right whales were not normally seen
in the Gulf and the department needs
to consider changes to their seasonal
behaviour before determining what
conservation measures may be needed.
However, the department cautions it’s
too early to discuss possible management measure changes.

WADE’S WIRE TRAPS
Wade Goodwin, Owner-Operator
Cyril d’Entremont, General Manager
We have in stock:
Holding cages, flea bags, worm resistant wooden
runners, plastic runners and sticks.

Distributors of Aquamesh & Cavatorta

We specialize in custom made wire traps
using both 12.5 ga. and 10.5 ga. wire,
with Cavatorta or Aquamesh vinyl coating.
After 35 years in business,
we have the experience needed
to be trusted with your trap needs.

3404 Highway 3, Lower Argyle
Nova Scotia B0W1W0
Phone: 902-762-2595 Fax: 902-762-3449
124251
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